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of $12, you will get rid of the necessity for pun- 
jshment—that there will be no necessity either for 
reward or punishmentinthe Navy. Now, when 
the gentleman comes to the conclusion that human 
nature has become perfect—that sailors are all that 
they ought to be, then he may deprive the com- 
manders of our vessels of all rights to control them 
_he may leave them to their own moral sense of 
what is right and what is wrong. But, sir, I ap- 
prehend no increase of pay will accomplish this 
great object. It can only be done by a system of 
rewards and punishments. I stated upon a for- 
mer occasion, that the pay in your merchant ser- 
vice was from $16 to $18 per month, and the pay 
in the Navy $12 per month. Raise the pay of 
the Navy to $16, and you increase the cost of 
the present establishment from this cause alone 
$360,000 per annum. I would vote that in a mo- 
ment—I would not hesitate to vote it if it would 
accomplish the object, but I should rather put it 
in the form of rewards and punishments, so it may 
be an incentive to accomplish the object. But 
how will you be able to discriminate between the 
good and bad sailor, except at the end of his term 
of service? Now, sir, that would be thirty-three 
anda third per cent. if it were $4, and fifty per cent. 
if it were $6, upon the present rate of pay of the 
sailors. 

This bill provides for a bounty at the end of 
the term of service of three months’ extra pay, 
which, as | have stated before, amounts to twelve 
and a half per cent. increase upon the pay for the 
two years. Itis only to be paid in case of good 
conduct on the part of the sailor, and to be with- 
held in case of a bad-conduct discharge. Reward 
is one of the strongest motives you can present to 
a sailor for good conduct. 

Mr. JOHN W. HOWE. How much grog does 
the Government give each sailor per day ? 

Mr. STANTON. One gill of whisky—half a 
gilltwicea day. I do not see the pertinence of the 
question, but I reply. In regard to the operation 
of the last section of this bill, which provides for 
the asylum and the half-pay for life, I have already 
est of the absolute impossibility of its being a 
charge upon the Government equal to the increase 
of the pay, if you should pay the sailor sixteen 
or eighteen dollars per month. I said—and I am 
sure the experience of every gentleman who 
knows anything upon the subject will bear me 
out in the declaration—that there is no man on the 
face of the globe who would be less willing to go 
into an asylum in a state of inactivity, to re- 
main there doing nothing, enjoying this bounty, 
than the sailor, so long as he was able to do duty 
upon the sea. I have seen it suggested in some 
quarters that instead of giving him an asylum and 
half-pay for life, it would be better to give him 


the er and let him go about his business. || 


Now, sir, | object to that for this reason: that, 
then, a sailor who was competent to do duty— 
who was not old and worn out—might take his 
half-pay after twenty years service, and go about 
his business, perfeotly capable of performing ser- 
vice. He might go on the merchant ships, and 
get his sixteen or eighteen dollars per month after 
he had served these twenty years in the Navy of 
the United States, and received his pay; but the 
bill proceeds upon the belief that a sailor who can 
make twelve dollars per mouth with the bounties 
and benefits to be enjoyed on board of a ship by 
his service—who is fond of the sea—who loves 
his ship better, perhaps, than he loves his wife— 
I say it proceeds upon the supposition—the be- 
lief—the well-founded conviction, this man will 
not remain inactive in an asylum so long as he is 
able to do duty upon the sea. Hence you will 
only have in your asylum those old decrepit 
sailors who have done faithful duty, and ce 
have always received a good-conduct discharge. 
This is all 1 have to say in reference to the pro- 
visions of this bill. 

Something was said, Mr. Speaker, upon a 
former day, when this subject was under discus- 
sion, in reference to the sailing of a portion of this 
celebrated Japan expedition. I was then reported 


| that this Administration has shown 
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expedition, would sail during that week. I have 
already corrected that statement. I stated only 
that a portion of the expedition would sail, and | 
believe a portion of it has already sailed. My 
remark was quoted, and something has been said 
in the other end of the Capitol in reference to the 
objects of the expedition, and my name was used 
in connection with it. | have simply to say now 
to the House, that what may be the objects of this 
expedition I do not know. ‘I have not felt it to be 
my duty to inquire; but 1 do know that there are 
objects of ample and sufficient importance in the 
Pacific ocean to justify the sending out of a much 
larger force. 1 suppose that the Government, in 
sending that force to the China seas, is doing so 
for a legitimate purpose, and not with a view of 
making war upon any unoffending people; but to 
protect our commerce—to protec t our citizens, and 
to survey the channels and seas in which our com- 
merce is engaged. These are the purposes, | sup- 
pose, for which the expedition has been sent out. 
But I will remark further, that if any portion of 
my friends in this House should expect to make 
any political capital by calling upon the President 
for the objects of that expedition, I think they 
would be aptto find themselves mistaken. Every 
one knows until the expedition sails the instruc 
tions will not be prepared. Commodore Perry 
himself, two weeks ago, told me that these instruc- 
tions were not prepared, and that he did not know 
what they were. But 1 suppose whatever might 
be the intention of the Government, they would 
have the game in their own hands, and might 
reply what they please to any interrogatories which 
might be propounded from this or the other House 
as to the objects of this expedition. I think, as a 
marty movement, nothing could be gained; and 
vesides, | will say further, that | do not think 
itself to be 
very warlike, or much disposed to engage in what 
are usually termed Filibusterian expeditions. In 
reply to interrogatories which we might send with 
regard to the Japan expedition, | think they could 
relieve themselves from the suspicion of having 
any suchdesign. I have aword more to say, and 
that is, that I hope this bill may be taken up and 
disposed of now; that it may be passed either in 
its original form, or in the ferm as presented by 
the gentleman from Virginia, {Mr. Mituson,] or 
in the form of a substitute which I present. 
absolutely indispensable, in my judgment, that 
something of this kind shall be done, and done 
speedily—immediately. 
A good deal has been said in reference to the 
Naval Committee and its action upon this and 
other kindred subjects. 1 think I have shown, 
and that other members of the committee have 
shown, we have done our duty. We have done 
everything we could do with a view of bringing 
| these subjects before the House to have them acted 
upon. I must confess I have been discouraged 
when I have seen this bill laid aside, day after 
day, for the purpose of making presidential speech- 
es, and speeches having almost as little bearing 
upon the current business of the House. I have 


tis 


| come to the conclusion there is very little hope of 


anything being done for the Navy. It is not my 
province—certainly it is not my intention—to pre- 
| sume to censure the House for anything it does. 
It is probably right, and the business to which 
they go generally when they leave this bill in the 
morning, may be vastly more important than it is; 
but, sir, I cannot agree with the House. I think 
this is a subject of very great importance. It is 


for the correction of a crying evil, on account of 


the existence of which we have had importunities 
from all quarters ever since the abolition of pun- 
ishment by flogging. I think whatever may be 
the judgment of the House in reference to the bills 
presented for its consideration, it ought to decide 
upon them, and decide upon them speedily. 
[A message was here received from the Senate 
by the hands of Assury Dickins, Esq., their 
| Secretary, notifying the House that that body 
| had receded from their amendment to the joint 
resolution authorizing a continuance of the work 


to have said that the whole expedition, or the |) upon the two wings of the Capitol, rejected by 
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Your committee have now exhibited their proceeding 
fully to the eye of the House; they will say that 
they have not rescinded or abrogated the contract with Mr 
Hamiltou. They have supposed that they had no 
power, but they have confined their action wo the precise 
letter of the law defining their powers and duties. It is ex 
pected to hold Mr. Hamilton to a strict accountability on 
his bonds for any excess which the Government has to pay 


foregoing 


further, 


euch 
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over the contract price of said Hamilton. The prices which 
your committee have agreed to give the persons with whom 
they propose to contract, are those stated in the public bid 
of Joun ©. Rives for the printing to this Congress. This bid 
was made when he was competing with other bidders for 
this work, and is believed by the committee to be just and 
fuirin view of all the present circumstances. 

Your committee deem it appropriate to this occasion to 
say, that divers motions and propositions were made to give 
all this printing to Donelson & Armstrong, in view of the 
fact that they were the organs of the dominant party ; but 
all were voted down, and generally by a tie vote. [twas pro 
posed to parcel it out in divers ways, and to divers per 
vons, but all failed, until the names hereinbefore stated 
were inserted, even their association had been rejected 
again and again, and never was anything done until the 
iniperious necessity in view of the interest of the country, 
and the advancement of legislation, compelled action ol 
fome sort. 


Mr. GORMAN. Mr. Speaker: In respect to 
the pamphlet Jaid upon our tables this morning, 
the honor of the committee demands that the 
House should indulge me in making a response 
to the statements made by Mr. Hamilton. 
individual honor requires this also. This man 
states that he has never had notice. The honor- 
able gentleman from New York, [Mr. Haven,] 
upon that side of the House, and the honorable 


Our 


gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Stanron,] asso- | 


ciated with me, ean rise in their places, and now 


state to this House, that that statement of his is | 


willfully and deliberately false. [Knowing it to be 
false, he ought to be branded for it. It is infamy 
enough to turn him out of his position, if it were 
possible for the House to do it. I state that he 
ought to be branded for it. I ask the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. Sranron] whether that gen- 
tleman has not been before the committee upon 
different occasions? I now ask the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Haven] if that gentleman has 
not been before that committee upon different oc- 
casions: 

Mr. HAVEN. 

Mr. STANTON. He has, sir. 

Mr. GORMAN. Istate to the House that I 
gave him notice myself, and he came before the 
committee in obedience to that notice. And here 
this man comes before the House and brands the 
committee as liars, for which he deserves to be 
turned out of his position. It is an insult to each 
member of the committtee—an insult to the coun- 
try, and an insult to this House of Representa- 
tives, for whom he is doing the work. He says, 
in this statement here, that he has performed his 
work, and that the only instance where he has 
failed is in the character of the material. We 
weighed the paper, and it fell short about ten 
pounds to theream. The chairman of the com- 
mittee [Mr. Bortanp] weighed it carefully with 
scales prepared for the purpose, and it fell far short 
of the contract price. There was not margin 
enough. ‘The type, the impression, and the ink 
were all miserable, until the chairman of the com- 
mittee in the Senate sent it back as rejected alto- 
gether, and they would not receive such work. 

n the next place, the President’s message and 
accompanying documents ought to have been 
on your tables in forty days, and here are four 
months and more elapsed. In addition to that, 
the paper upon which he contracted to do your 
public printing, according to his bid and con- 
tract, cost more than all he gets from the Govern- 
ment, for his printing, type, press-work, ink, and 
everything else. ‘Then, of course he cannot be 
expected to execute that contract, unless he has a 
millionaire at his back. I repeat, that the cost of 
the white paper, if he comply with his contract, 
will cost more than all he gets under his bid. Al- 
low me, while here, to say, that the impression 
has gone before the country, that we have abro- 
gated the contract of this gentleman, Mr. Hamil- 
ton. Theimpression has gone out, and it is whis- 
pered around this Hall, that we have elected a 
public printer by this committee; that we have 
assumed to appointa printer for this House. We 
have got public printing upon our desks, ready to 
be handed over to the public printer, which we 
withheld, because we could not get it done accord- 
ing to the contract which you made with him. If 
we act as honorable men, can we give it to a man 
who, we know, has failed, in every essential puar- 
ticular, in complying with his contract? You say, 
in the law, that when he does so, we have a right 
to reject the work altogether. Weare acting under 
a Jaw, and not under a rule of this House. You 
have designated the Committee on Public Printing 
by law, and you have also designated their powers. 


He has, sir. 
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You cannot abrogate the powers of that commit- 
tee except you repeal that law. 

The law reads as follows : 

‘There shall be a committee consisting of three members 
of the Senate and three members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives.’? 

I read from a joint resolution passed the 3d 
August, 1846. If you desire to see it, you will 
find it in miscellaneous document number thirty- 
three. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I wish to 
ask the gentleman one question. I cannot find 
that there has been any committee chosen by this 
House, and the law requires that they shall be 
chosen. I wish to know if there has been one 
chosen at all? 

Mr. GORMAN. 


was about to say. 


I will proceed with what I 
I will read first a provision of 
the law in relation to this subject : 


** A committee, consisting of three members of the Senate 


and three members of the House of Representatives, shall 
be chosen by their respective Houses, which shall consti- 
tute a Committee on Printing, which shall have power to 
adopt such measures as may be deemed necessary to remedy 
any neglect or delay on the part of the contractor to execute 
the work ordered by Congress, and to make a pro rata re- 
duction in the compensation allowed, or to refuse the work 
altogether, should it be mferior to the standard; and in all 
cases, the contractor and his seewrities shall be responsible 
for any increased expenditure consequent upon the non- 
performance of the contract. The committee shall audit 
and pass upon all accounts for printing; but no bill shall be 
acted upon for work that is not actually executed and de- 
livered, and which they may require to be properly authen- 
ticated.”’ 

We have only the power to do what? To 
remedy neglect to comply with the contract—to 
remedy any neglect in printing the documents in 
time. That is our business. We are sentinels 
placed upon the watch-tower to see that your con- 
tractor has done his duty, and to see that you get 
your public documents when you need them, and 
in due time. When the conviction forced itself 
upon us, that he had not done so, weattempted to 
parcel out the printing, so that it could be done 
properly. One gentleman proposed that it be 
done by Donelson & Armstrong. Another gen- 
tleman proposed to add the name of Mr. Tow- 
ers, and so on, until almost everybody in this 
city was proposed. I frankly tell this House, 
that I have voted for two months against anybody 
having this printing but Donelson & Armstrong; 
and when I asked the honorable chairman what 
he proposed, and what he wanted, he responded 
‘*he wanted nothing.”’ I found that something 
must be done. The public business must go on. 
I found that I must vote for somebody; and, finally, 
afler two months’ consultation, I veted for the Re- 
public. I have since learned from a publication 
made in the Southern Press, that there was a 
secret smothered desired, never made known to the 
country, to have the Southern Press put in for a 
part of the spoils of power. Wher that issue was 
presented to me, I did not see proper to choose 
the Southern Press. I have been driven to do a 
thing to which I would have preferred almost any- 
thing else, and that is, to give the printing to a 
party organ of the other side. I am a party man, 
and [| would not have consented to such a thing 
under any circumstances, if I could have avoided 
it, until the public necessity demanded that I 
should act in some way. When that imperious 
necessity arose, and forced itself upon me, t acted ; 
and I am here ready to take any responsibility 
which may be devolved upon me. The Southern 
Press published this morning an article which 
would indicate to the country that they desire 
some of this public printing. I ask the honorable 
rentieman from New York, [Mr. Haven,] who is 
associated with me, and the honorable gentleman 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Sranron,] if they ever 
heard it suggested anywhere that the Southern 
Press wanted a part of the public printing? We 
never heard of that name as claiming, asking, or 
soliciting in any way a part of the public printing. 
A gentleman across the way says the National 
Era would like to have a little of this printing. 
Very likely; because we have some elements here 
very favorable to extreme opinions; but I shall 
not go into that matter, and I will not be driven 
by side-bar remarks into anything of that kind. I 
only wish to state to the House, in my own justi- 
fication, that I have been driven to this vote by 
public necessity, and the imperious demand upon 
me to act in this way, or not to act at all. Oneof 
two things had to be done; the various shades of 
opinion on that committee forced me thus to act; 


| unfortunately, almost every vote tied. What . 


_ from day to day, and then come in here a 


_ lated in some of the public bids by the public b 


| the premises—to give any direction to the commit 
| tee, it shall be my pleasure, in respect to the 
House, and in respect to myself and my position, 
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every sort of proposition that Lean now think 
was made to facilitate the public printing, an 
me 


of 
d, 
to be done? Could I justify myself in the Ni 
mittee, and not allow the President’s messa oe aa 
the accompanying documents, and other official 
reports to be laid upon your table by a tie jas, 
rin nd just. 
ify myself on the ground that, because | could not 
get it for my particular party friends, I should 
cast a tie vote till doomsday, so that you could 
not get any documents at all? I would like to 
know where there is a finger that would not 
have been pointed at me, with the rebuke written 
upon it that that was a degree of partisan attach. 
ment that is not to be tolerated when the interests 
of the country suffer by it? I did right; and | 


' stand here to defend and justify myself under the 


circumstances. We do not intend to give any 

. . 5 © y 
man more than the prices which have been stiyyj- 
. z a ; yid- 
ders; and we intend to justify the prices which 


we intend to give by the prices which were made 
in public market—bids made to the country by the 
competitors for the public printing. If this House 
see proper, upon this occasion, to do anything in 


to do anything they may desire me to do; but [ 


' will not be charged by the press as having been 


connected with a coalition, for I never in my life 
saw Gideon or Co., until since this action of the 
committee took place. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I find in the law “that the 
‘committee shall have power to take such meas- 
‘ures as may be deemed necessary to remedy any 
‘ neglect or delay upon the part of the contractor to 
‘execute the work done by Congress.”’ I wish 
to know if the committee has gone simply to the 
extent of making contracts with these gentlemen 
to do the work which has been already neglected 
or delayed by the public printer, or whether the 


| committee have actually made a contract for the 


work hereafter to be done? 

Mr. GORMAN. The public printer has not 
been dismissed. The law requires that if he fails 
to comply with his contract, that we shall let out 


| the oe and make the contractor, upon his 


bond, responsible. 


That is what we are coing to 
do, if you leave the matter to us. 


We will give 


| him an opportunity of doing all the work he can 
| do under his contract, when he will do it accord- 


ing to the contract. When he fails to do it ac- 
cording to that contract we will give it to some 
one else. Now, the gentleman asks me whether 
itis to bethe printingalread y ordered, or that which 
is hereafter to be ordered. Itis the printing which 
has been ordered. We do not look into the future. 
We will only order printing to Donelson & Arm- 
strong,and Gideon & Co., of such work as comes 
to our hands by the order of this House, which the 
contractor will not do promptly aceording to his 
contract. ‘There isa large portion of the public 
printing which has not been given into the hands 
of the public printer, because he has failed to 
comply with his contract. Then justso much as we 
find that he cannot execute according to his con- 


| tract, just that much, and no more, shall we give 
| to anybody else. 


Mr. BOCOCK. Is it the intention of the com- 
mittee to give the President’s message into the 
hands of new printers, and to have all the types 
set up anew, and the whole work done over again, 
or will it remain in the hands of the public printer’ 

Mr. GORMAN. It will remain in the hands of 
the public printer, unless he shall fail to comply 
with his contract. If he fails to comply with his 
contract, in order to remedy his neglect, we may 
be compelled to take it out of the hands of the pres- 
ent public printer and give it to somebody else. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Has not the public printer 
already set up the type for the whole message? 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. No, not for 
one third of it. . 

Mr. GORMAN. Not more than one third of 
it; and what he has done is a disgrace to the 
country. I say unhesitatingly, that there are not 
three gentlemen on this floor of any party who 
will look at the contract and then examine the 
character of the work that has been done, and of 
the materials that have been used, but who will 
say that it has fallen far, far below the contract 10 
every essential particular. 
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Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, (interpo- 
sing.) I see it stated in this circular which has 
been laid upon our desks, that all the copy the 
public printer has received for the current busi- 
ness he has executed the printing of, and that he 
is running through the press, at the rate of one 
hundred pages a day, the President’s message and 
accompanying documents, Now, I want to know 
if that be true; and, if it is true, whether it is de- 
sizned to throw all that aside and make a new 
contract for this same matter? I ask the gentle- 
man to give me the information. I have looked 
at the volume of the President’s message which 
has been already printed, and have compared it 
with the work of the same kind of last year, and I 
think it vastly superior. 

Mr. GORMAN. The message last year was 
printed on paper weighing thirty-eight pounds to 
the ream, and this year’s contract requires it to 
be printed on paper weighing fifty pounds to the 
ream. 

Mr. STEVENS. Well, it is vastly superior. 

Mr. GORMAN. It is very little, if any, supe- 
rior, for the paper used weighs forty pounds to 
the ream. Mr. Hamilton shall have no injustice 
done him. Let me say to the House that the 
bills and reports and other papers that are laid 
upon our desks, are done very well, and done in 
such a manner that we have received that part of 
the work. Wedo not design to take from him 
any part that he is executing according to his con- 
tract. The first and fifth classes he has executed 
as well as need be, and, consequently, we have 
made no complaint. But it is the heavy work 
which he cannot do, and he must lose $50,000 if 
he undertakes to execute it. 

Mr. BROOKS, (interrupting.) As I under- 
stand the contract with the public printer, the 
paper on which he was to print the President's 
messuze would cost thirteen or fourteen cents a 
pound, depending on the state of the paper market. 
The paper upon which he has printed the Presi- 
dent’s message can, some of it, be bought for eight 
cents per pound, and some of it for nine cents per 
pound; so that, in that respect, there has been a 
great variation from the contract. 

Mr. GORMAN. In regard to the President’s 
message, the printer would produce the impres- 
sion by the paper which he has laid upon our 
desks, that he has had it all setup. Now, [ un- 
derstand that he has got five hundred pages of it 
set up, and that the whole of it will make two 
thousand pages. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Brooks] 
is right as to the price of the paper. You can buy 
paper such as that upon which the President’s 
message has been printed for from eight anda 
half to nine and a half cents per pound, while the 
contract required it to be printed upon paper that 
would cost from fourteen and a half to sixteen 
cents per pound. You cannot make this man exe- 
cute this contract under his bonds, for if he did it 
he would lose $50,000, and, let me tell you, his 
bonds only cover $20,000. There is one bond for 
$1,000, one for $2,000, one for $15,000, and, per- 
haps, another for $1,000. 

stated just now that there were five hundred 
pages of the President’s message set up. That 
statement was made upon a memorandum handed 
tome by a gentleman who, I presume, knew all 
about the facts. There may, perhaps, bea few 
more pages set up. 

Now, sir, l say to the House and to the country, 
there is our report, what do you want us to do? 
If | have the power, I shall attempt to carry out 
the law, and have the printing done at as cheap a 
rate as it possibly can be done at—at as cheap a 
rate as any printer in this country, who is respon- 
sible, and disposed honestly to comply with his 
contract—can undertake to do it at; and I will be 
responsible to the country, and my friends from 
Kentucky and New York, [Messrs. Sranton and 
Haven,] will be responsible to the country that it 
shall be so done. We intend to have the printing 
done upon paper weighing fifty pounds to the 
ream. Now, one thing more in conclusion. The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens] has 
made the remark here, that this House has not 
chosen a Committee on Printing. Then, sir, I 
do declare to you that I most sincerely hope that 
the House, in choosing, will select somebody else 
but me; for of all the committees I have ever served 
on, either in the State Legislature or here, the 
Committee on Printing is the most burdensome 
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and the most thankless. If the House will select 
some one whom they deem more competent than 
I am to fill this arduous post, they will relieve me 
of much of the labor which I have been expecting 
to perform here. We have to go into every little 
report, to calculate whether the prices are exactly 
right, and to sign every account before it goes 
to the Committee on Public Accounts. We have 


, tO Inspect every item,'and examine the weight 


and quality of the paper, and the character of the 
binding. With all these arduous duties attached 
to it, ldo not envy the man who desires to be on 
that committee. This House, through its organ, 
the Speaker, saw proper to place me at the head 
of the Committee on Printing. | presume that in 
appointing that committee, the Speaker exercised 
no power that was not delegated to him by the 
rules. ‘ : 

Mr. DUNHAM. The Committee on Printing 
was appointed under a resolution of the House. 

Mr. GORMAN. My friend behind me says 
that the committee was appointed in obedience to 
a resolution of the House, and I believe he is cor- 
rect. If, then, the committee were appointed in 
obedience to a resolution of the House, | suppose 
the House chose them. 

The SPEAKER, (interposing.) The rule in 
relation to the appointment of committees is in 
these words: 

** All committees shall be appointed by the Speaker, un- 
less otherwise specially directed by the House.”’ 

The Chair does not remember whether there 
was a special resolution passed in reference to the 
Committee on Printing, but he is of opinion that, 
under that rule, his right is very clear to appoint 
all the committees of this House. 

Mr. DUNHAM. There was a resolution 
adopted expressly requiring the Speaker to ap- 
point the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. GORMAN. What do I ask this House 
todo? Why, I must tell them frankly, that there 
is not much | have to ask them to do. If the 


| House will passa resolution reiterating our powers 


and asking us to see to the public printing in good 
faith, I think that is all they can do, unless indeed 
they intend to passa resolution themselves giving 
the public printing to some one, or to sanction the 
course of proceeding of the present contractor. 
Judge of your own course; but I see nothing that 
can be done, except to proceed in the manner in 
which the committee have proceeded. 

Mr. HAVEN then obtained the floor. 

{[Mr. BARRERE, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported back, as correctly enrolled, 
a joint resolution ** to authorize the continuance 
of the work upon the two wings of the Capitol,” 
and it received the signature of the Speaker. } 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman from 
New York indulge the Chair for a single moment, 
until he responds to the question which seems to 
have been raised by the interrogatory of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania? [Mr. Srevens.] 

Mr. HAVEN. Certainly. I shall be happy 
to hear what the Chair has to say upon that point. 

The SPEAKER. At the beginning of this 
session, on motion by Mr. Georce W. Jones, it 
was ‘‘ ordered, that the Speaker be authorized to 
appoint the Committee on Printing” 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, (interposing. ) 
| I desire to ask the Speaker a question. Phe 20th 
of the joint rules of the two Houses is as follows: 





* A committee, consisting of three members of the Senate 
and three members of the House of Representatives, shall 
be chosen by their respective Houses, which shall consti 
tute a Committee on Printing,” &c. 

Now, that joint rule is copied from the act of 
Congress itself, and what I want to know is, could 
any resolution of this House repeal that law? 

The SPEAKER. In reply to the gentleman 

| from Pennsylvania, the Chair thinks that this 
House has certainly, through its organ, appointed 
this committee in conformity to law. There can 
be no doubt about that. 

Mr. STEVENS. Thereisagreat deal of doubt 
about it, in my mind. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. The House | 


chose its own way to choose the committee. 

Mr. HAVEN. If it be true that there is no 
regularly-appointed Committee on Printing on the 
part of the House, why, then, I have nothing 
further to say, except that | should like, if the 

| House takes away the appointment, to have them 
take away all the labor and difficulty that the com- 
\| mittee have had to undergo. 
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The SPEAKER. For the more perfect under- 
standing upen the sul ject of the ay pointment of 
the Committee on Printing, will the gentleman 


again allow the Chatr to state the frac ts: 


Mr. HAVEN Certainly. 

TheSPEAKER. The joint resolution author- 
res the two Houses to choose this jornt commit- 
tee The House of Representatives passed a res- 
olution authorizing their organ, the Speaker, to 
appoint the committee on its part. Even if that 
had not been done, the seventh rule of the House 
authorizes the Speaker to appoint the committee. 
But to remove all doubt about it, the House of 
Representatives, at the beginning of this session, 
ordered their Speaker to appoint the committee on 
their part. Such has been the practice of this 
body in every Congress since the joint resolution 
was adopted. The Chair hopes that every gen- 
tleman will understand the course of the Speaker, 
and that the Committee on Printing of this body 
is culy auth Pized to act under the joint resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. HAVEN, I desire to say one thing before 
stating some facts to the House. I[t has been 
questioned whether the Committee on Printing 
should not be entitled to vote in separate bodies: 
that is, that the three members appointed by the 
House shall be entitled to vote as one body, and 
the three members appointed by the Senate enti- 
tled to vote as a separate and independent body. 
In answer to that, let me call the attention of the 
House for a moment to the law which authorized 
the appointment of the committee. ‘That law pro- 
vides that ** acommittee, consisting of three mem- 
bers of the Senate and three members of the House 
of Representatives, shall be chosen by the respect- 
ive Houses.’’ The committee is to consist of three 
members from each House; and when you get the 
three members from each House, it is to consti- 
tute a committee of six, and is the committee pro- 
vided for under the second section of the act under 
which this committee is appointed. Hence, I en- 
tertain not a doubt that the committee have been 
acting in strict accordance with the spirit of the 
second section of this act in that respect. 

| now desire to say a few words in reference to 
Mr. Hamilton, and a portion of the public print- 
ing, in relation to which I, as one of the Commit- 
tee on Printing, and which, | think, the whol 
of the committee, are entirely satisfied. It is true, 
in reference to the light work, such as the calen- 
dars laid upon our tables, the bills, and the reports, 


e s1xX 


or, at least, the short reports, that the work has 
been executed well enough; and | desire todo Mr. 
Hamilton the justice to say, that I believe it is 
the opinion of every member of the committee, as 
it is my individual opinion, that this species of 
work has been done better than it had been here- 
tofore. I will remark, that the calendars in the 
early part of the session do not come under that 
suggestion; but after ten per cent. was deducted 
from his compensation on account of the inferi 

ority of the material used, the printing of them 
was improved. Indeed, the only evidence I have 
seen of benefit resulting from that reduction waa’ 
the verv next day. | believe the calendars came 
upon our tables printed upon better paper. Gen- 
tlemen will recollect the old brown looking paner 
that was laid upon our tables in the shape of these 
calendars at first; and when the chance was made, 
it made such an impression that the honorable 
member from Georgia [Mr. Srepnens]} rose and 
called the attention of the House to the fact that 
we had a public printer who, at least in this re- 
spect, was disposed to do his work in a satisfac- 
tory manner. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I wish to ask 
the gentleman from New York, for the informa- 
tion of the House, whether Mr. Hamilton did not 
stipulate expressly in his contract that this species 
of work should be done better than it had been 
done heretofore ? 

Mr. HAVEN. The contract is before the 
members of the House. The committee so un- 
derstood it. But Iam free to say, that, for one, 
I never expected it would come to the point to 
which it has come. If the work had come up to 
a reasonable approach to the contract, I should 
have been willing to have it go on; if it had 
come within five or ten per cent. of the contract. I 
should have considered it as a tight fit, and let it 
run, because | know this man took this work ata 
low price. 


|| Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. The gentle- 
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man did not understand my question. I inquired 
if the contract did not expressly require Mr. tlam- 
ilton to furnish better paper than that heretofore 
used ? 

Mr. HAVEN. I think it does; but I cannot 
speak with certainty with regard to it. I desire 
to say to the House, that I believe it is the unani- 
mous opinion of the committee, that Mr. Hamil- 
ton is competent to perform that portion of the 
work to which I have alluded, and that it is their 
wish that he should continue to perform it, if he 
does itin the manner in which he has done it 
heretofore. If it were to be taken from him, I 
should not be willing to give itto either of the men 
who have the residue of the printing. I should 
vote to give it to Mr. Towers or Mr. Rives; and 
neither of these gentlemen, in my opinion, could 
perform the work better than does Mr. Hamilton. 
Ihe difficulty with him is this: It is in the heavy 
work, like ha President’s messagg and accom- 
panying documents, which, as Il understand, are 
to be two thousand pages, or more, like the Pat- 
ent Office Report, and that of the Coast Survey, 
and one or two other works, that ere of a magni- 
tude that Mr. Hamilton is totally unable and in- 
competent to cope with. 

1 need not call the attention of the House to the 
fact, that more than one hundred and twenty days 
of the session are now gone. More than four 
months of the session are already gone; and does 
this House want any more evidence of the incom- 
petency of this man to do this heavy work than 
the fact, that the only thing that has yet appeared 
upon the tables is the first part of the President’s 
message and accompanying documents ? 

Mr.MARSHALL. I desire toask the gentle- 
manaquestion. Havethe Committee on Printing 
furnished the public printer with the documents to 
which he has referred ? 

Mr. HAVEN. Iwill answer the gentleman 
with pleasure. They have been furnished. The 
President’s message and accompanying documents 
were furnished on the first days of the session. 

Mr. POLK. Have they ever been furnished 
by the public printer? 

Mr. HAVEN. Certainly not. Right here, 
before it escapes me, I desire to make this sugges- 
tion. Some three or four weeks after the Presi- 
dent’s message went into the hands of the public 
printer—Mr. Hamilton—we called him to our 
committee room and put him through a course of 
questioning, if I may be allowed the expression. 
Ve inquired of him particularly, why, up to that 
period, we had no visible evidence that he was 
able, or had been so, to perform his contract in 
reference to the President’s message and accom- 
yanying documents. His answer was, ‘‘I have 
oo delayed; I could have done it before, but I 
have been delayed because the Committee en En- 
graving have not determined in reference to the 
maps which are to go with this printing.”” **Well, 
Mr. Hamilton,”’ said we, *‘ suppose we relieve 
you from that delay, (the committee were rather 
under the impression that the work might have 
been done with the exception of the engraving,) 
in what time can you have the President’s message 
completed?’? He said he could have it in twenty 
daysfrom that time. I inquired of Mr. Rives, and 
some other gentlemen, and they told me that, 
taking it from the beginning, it ought to be on the 
tables of the members in less than forty days. 
Well, sir, we relieved him at once upon the sub- 
ject of engraving, which, as I said, was some 


two or three weeks after the commencement of 


the session. Since that time the only evidence we 


have bad of his ability to perform this portion of 


the contract, is the first part of the President's 
message and accompanying documents, which was 
laid upon our tables some two weeks ago. 

Now, let me eall the attention of the House to 
the printed statement of Mr. Hamilton. 1 do not 
desire to say anything rash or hard of that gentle- 
man. Nor do | say my colleague on the commit- 
tee [Mr. Gorman] has said anything of the kind. 
But Iam bound to say so much as this: While I 
do Mr. Hamilton full credit for performing well 
that portion of the work to which I have before 
alluded, and while I am willing to continue that 
work to him, yet it is true, that if he undertakes 
to say that he has never received any notice or in- 
timation of our intention in relation to this matter, 
or that he has never had any communication with 
the committee upon this subject, that he is wholly 
mistaken; and if his memory isa correct one, then 
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he is intentionally mistaken. I cannot see how he 
can have forgotten; for, in addition to the inter- 
views we have had with him in the committee 
room, we have reported to us from the chairman 
of the Committee on Printing in the other branch 
if the Capitol, (Colonel Bor tanp,) that he had 
iad various and continuous interviews with him. 
ndeed, [ could not help thinking at the time when 
iat gentleman was relating these interviews that 
ie others upon the committee had very little rea- 
son to complain of the labor and trouble which 
devolved upon us, when ours was so little with that 
which the chairman [Mr. Bortanp] has been 
compelled to undergo for the purpose of getting 
this work along in some reasonable time. 

[ will now take up the points made by Mr. 
Hamilton in his printed memorial in their order. 
In the first place, he says: 

‘1. That all the bills and joint resolutions of both 
Houses of Congress are printed and delivered, and he holds 
receipts for the same.” 

I do not doubt that. They were printed to my 
satisfaction, and he has my consent to continue on 
to print them; and I look with confidence to his 
fulfilling the contract. But again he says: 

“2. That all the reports of committees, except three ad- 
verse ones, are printed and delivered, and he holds receipts 
for the same.”’ 

I do not know whether that be true or not. But 
| have no particular complaint to make in regard 
to the reports; and I am willing he should con- 
tinue to print them until I see some more flagrant 
violation of the contract. 

** 3. Thatthe Journals of both Houses are ready for press, 
0 far as he has copy placed in his hands, and all is in 
proof to the first days of April.” 

With the printing of the Journals I am satisfied. 
I think he has done it well; and I should not, in 


| regard to this class, be willing, for one, to inter- 


fere. Ido not think that any measure is neces- 
sary upon the part of the committee to remedy any 
neglect or delay in that particular. But I now 
come to the suggestions which have before been 
made in reference to the heavy work. He says: 

‘4. All executive documents, of every character, are 
complete, or partially so, so that they miglit be delivered in 
ashorttime, except some eight or ten, heretofore considered 
of no public importance.”’ 


It is to this point that I desire to call the partic- 
ular attention of the House. Why, there are 
some eight or ten reports, of an executive charac- 
ter, which he has not touched at all, yet he says: 
** All executive documents of every character are 
complete, or partially so.”’ Partially so! What 
does he mean by that? Is the President’s message 
and accompanying documents complete—or par- 
tially so?) They are not complete; but partiall 
so; that is, he has printed one part, and laid it 
upon the tables of the members, in the style with 
which gentlemen are acquainted. Are the other 
reports ‘*complete, or partially so??? While 
Colonel GornMAN Was speaking, I asked the Clerk 
to show me the executive documents which had 
been sent to the printer, but not heard from. He 
said he could not do it exactly, but he gave me the 
list which I now hold in my hand, and gentlemen 
will see itis a pretty long one. All these docu- 
ments have gone into that receptacle. I do not 
mean to say that it is correct in every particular, 
but I show it, in order to give gentlemen some idea 
of the truth of the statement made by Mr. Hamil- 
ton, 

All I intend to say in reference to these execu- 
tive documents, and this work of a heavy charac- 
ter, is, that it is my opinion, as a member of this 
House, that you may call from now until the time 
fixed upon by the resolution of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Rorsins] to adjourn sine 
die, and you will effect nothing beyond what the 
printer says is now the fact, that ‘they are all 
complete, or partially so;’’ that is, he has taken 
them up and done something to them, but he can- 
not complete them. 

Now, under this state of things, what could the 
committee do? They have had an embarrassing 
time of it. They came to a conclusion early, in 
reference to this matter; but of that I do not care 
to speak. Under these circumstances, it seemed 
the duty of the committee to adopt such measures 
as might bedeemed necessary to remedy the delay 


upon the part of the contractor, in executing the | 


work ordered by Congress. And what measures 
could they adopt? Could they go into Mr. Ham- 
ilton’s printing office, and cause the type to be set 
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up? No one will pretend it. Could they «» a 
his office, or could any man go there, ind oa. 
his type? No man will pretend it. Could the 
go, with a strict hand, and take them away? Th 
they could do. But of what service would the: 
be? How would that remedy the neglect and 4, 
lay? The only way by which to remedy +, 
neglect and delay, as the committee understdod ; 


' 


nod 

ood j 
was to take that portion of the work which 4 
contractor could not perform, and give it to « , a 


one else, leaving him to do that portion Which he 
could well do. Now, what could the committe, 
do? They might go and take the Manuserint 
away, but that would not remedy the neglect a 
delay. They must give it to somebody else 4, 
print. Now, to whom should they give it: 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, (interryyy. 
ing.) Will the gentleman permit me to ask him » 
question? I understand that they are to give itt, 
those printers, at the price bid by Mr. Rives 
Those printers agreed to accept it, declining, how- 
ever, to make the discount of sixty-nine per cent, 
which Mr. Rives offered to make upon certain parts 

of the work. I ask why it was, if Mr. Rives was 
'a bidder, and they were going to give it upon his 
| terms, that they did not give it to him, he beino 
the next lowest bidder? s 


Mr. HAVEN. Ifthe gentleman had waited g 


moment, he would have understood that, and | 


will not undertake to answer him at this moment 
Now, I ask, how was this committee to remedy 
the neglect and delay? It was to take it away, 
That was one part of their process. The other 
was to give it to some one else. Now, to whom 
should they give it?) There was just as great ; 
variety of opinion in the committee upon that sul 
ject as there were members of the committee. 
| Some of them worked to get it into politics, and 
some to keep it out; and they tried it on in every 
way. I was waren to give a good portion of 
the work to Mr. Towers—that is, the portion ofthe 
| work which he wanted, which was the lighter work. 
I found that Mr. Hamilton, the contractor, did 
| that work in a manner satisfactory to me, and | 
could not take it away from him. I would have 
been entirely willing to have given itto Mr. Rives, 
but he had a large contract from this House, in 
reference to the Congressional Globe; but the othe: 
members of the committee thought otherwise, and 
I am free to say that I agree with them, because | 
have always understood Mr. Rives to say that he 
did not choose to interfere with these printing con- 
tracts. ‘The Congressional Globe, he has always 
| told me, was an offspring of his own, and one to 
which he intended to devoteall hisattention. The 
committee did not think it best to give the work 
,tohim But to whom should they give it? They 
| gave it to the two whom they have selected. They 
could not agree npon any one else. 

Sut here the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. Stevens] inquires of me in reference to Mr. 
Rives’s bid—whether his was the next lowest bid. 
I answer, in reference to that, that [ cannot speak 
from a personal examination of the papers, but | 
can from a conversation with Mr. Rives upon the 

| subject. And I understood from him, that the 
very next lowest bid was by a man who, the com- 
mittee are informed, would not take the contract 
at all. 

The next was by Mr. Towers. As I under- 
stood, Mr. Rives told me that Mr. Towers would 
not be able to perform the work without some aid; 
that he could make nothing out of it if he took 1 
at his bid, but that he would be willing to aid him 
| in reference to that; and, as I understand him, his 
|{[Mr. Rives] bid was the next lowest. Now, 

when the committee made up their minds that 
some course must be adopted to remedy this neg- 
lect and delay, they were desirous of having it 
remedied at as low a price as they could, giving 
anything like a remunerative price to the party 
who should do it. It seems to me, that by the 
common law of this House, and the common law 
of the country, that Mr. Rives is an oracle upon 
this subject; and it is well understood that his bid 
was a fair one. ' 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, (interrupting. ) 
Will the gentleman allow me a moment to ask 
him a question? Has not Mr. Rives a memorial 
pending before the Printing Committee, in which 
he makes reference to this bid for the public print- 
'ing? and in which he says that he is the lowest 
bona fide bidder for the greatest portion of the 

printing for Congress, and having made ample 
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provisions for it, &c., he claims, after Mr. Ham- 
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ton, to be the lowest bona fide bidder? 

“Mr. HAVEN. I desire to say to the House, 
at when L was chosen upon this committee the 
vties of it devolving upon me were those with 

ehich L was wholly unacquainted. I knew noth- 

it printing, practically, in any shape or 

oym, and in governing my action upon this com- 
ittee, L have endeavored to keep within the lan- 

rave of the law, and within its spirit and mean- 

wv. IL have felt, for one, that the heavy portions 

¢ this work could not be done by Mr. Hamilton. 

Ve have had evidence of it in every way—every 
vidence thatcan be conveyed to the minds of men. 

Other portions of the work he can perform well, 
ind it is performed to my satisfaction, and I de- 
‘re that he should retain it. 

Mr. SACKETT, (interrupting.) Will 

league allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. HAVEN. Certainly. 

Mr. SACKETT. Did the committee ascertain 

at what time the different portions of the execu- 
tive document were delivered to the House during 
last session of the last Congress? 

Mr. HAVEN. I cannot say. 
knowledge upon that subject. 

Mr. SACKETT. If it did not ascertain that, | 
| desire to know whether the committee can- 
not, by referring to the records of the delivery of 
that document, furnish that information to the | 
House. 

Mr. HAVEN. I do not know anything upon 
the subject, but I presume that the message was 
delivered, last year, before Congress adjourned. 
There is no likelihood of getting it in that time 
this year. 

Mr. SACKETT. It was delivered,as I under- 
stand, in three parts. The first part some time in 
March, the second some time in heed, and the last 
not until June. 

Mr. GORMAN. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Sackett] asks my colleague on the 


Vit 


my 


cl 


I have no 


committee, [Mr. Haven,] whether these docu- | 


ments were not furnished after the adjournment 
of the last Congress? Now, if the members of 
this House are willing to receive the kind of public 
printing which was delivered then, we are per- 
fectly content. 

Mr. SACKETT. If the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Haven] will allow me to address one 
word to the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Gor- 
mwaN,] [| understand that the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens] announced that he 
had examined some part of the documents already 
printed, and that they were printed in a better 
style than this document, (holding up a printed 
locument,) which is one that was printed last 
And I understand the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Gorman] to acquiesce in that state- 
ment. 

Mr. GORMAN. I certainly do not acquiesce 
in that statement. The contract this year re- 
quires the paper to weigh fifty pounds to the ream. 
1 so said: and if the gentleman had had his ears 
open, he would have heard it. The contract of 
last year required the printing to be done upon 
paper weighing only thirty-eight pounds. 
if the paper on which the document this year is 
printed is of the same quality, or about as good 
as that of last year, the present contractor has 
failed in performing his contract by twelve pounds 
to the ream. 

Mr. SACKETT. The gentleman misunder- 
stood my question. It is not whether the con- 
tractor is directly complying with the contract, 
but the specific question, whether the document, 
is printed, is a document superior—as the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens] states—to 
the one | hold in my hand? 

Mr. GORMAN. I answer, it is not equal. 
he type is far inferior. 

Mr. HAVEN. There is but a suggestion or 
two further that | desire to make to this House. 
It has been asked of me, sitting in my seat, why 
the committee did not advertise, and by that means 
vet bids again upon this subject? Well, I can 

y say upon that, that the committee did not 
regard that, when they came to act upon the sub- 
ject, as one of the measures necessary for the pur- 
pose of remedying this neglect and delay. hey 
would have gladly and willingly have adopted 
that course; but that it was calculated to take up 


Congress. 


Now, | 
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they could have that communication with the 


printers here without that delay. 


Now, the public printer seeks to convey the 


impression to the House, that the House has not 


kept its contract with him. Since 


this discussion 


arose this morning,and while the chairman of th 
committee on the part of the House was reading 
his report, | took measures to ascertain the amount 


which had been paid to the printer for his print- 
ing. Perhaps it may be of some consequence to 
the House to know the facts. There has been 
paid this year for printing, upon the part of the 
House, $4,527 72, and upon the part of the Sen- 
ate $4,393 04. The deduction of ten per cent., 
which some gentleman has said to me was calcu- 
lated to cripple his operations, and which has 
been withheld in consequence of the non-perform- 
ance of his contract, amounts to $800, a little more 
or less, as the clerk of the committee informs me. 

Mr. FLORENCE. May | be permitted to say 
a word? A 

Mr. HAVEN. Certainly. 

Mr. FLORENCE. l apprehe nd, sir, that the 
reference to the crippling of the operations of the 
public printer, refers more particularly to the fact 
that three months ago—perhaps more than that— 
the Joint Committee on Printing of thetwo Houses 
inumated that the public printer was not compe- 
tent to perform his work. Now, sir, | speak of 
my own knowledge, when I say that persons, 
paper-makers in another part of the country—in 
Philadelphia—wrote to me that, in consequence of 
the action of that joint committee, and if obstacles 
were to be thrown in the way of the public printer, 
and if the committee were to anticipate that he 
was not able to perform his work, that his credit 


| would be destroyed, and they would not be willing 


to sell him paper upon credit. 

Mr. HAVEN. I can only say, that in ex- 
pressing my opinion here in reference to the heavy 
portion of this work, Mr. Hamilton is unable to 

erform it, I have no desire to cripple his resources. 
Wasssneed have expressed any opinicn upon that 


' subject, here or elsewhere, | have expressed those 


which [ honestly and sincerely entertain; and if 
that is calculated to cripple his resources, it is a 
misfortune which I cannot avoid. When | am 
called to speak upon these subjects, | speak what 
I think; still lam not aware that the committee, 
as such, have ever, outside of their room, ex- 
pressed an opinion calculated to cripple the public 
printer, here or elsewhere. One word more, and 
i have done. The question has been raised as to 
the time, in previous sessions, when these docu- 
ments have been delivered ? 

Mr. FLORENCE. May I be permitted to ask 
another question ? 

Mr. HAVEN. I wiil yield the floor in a mo- 
ment. This public printer says, that the ‘* Presi- 
dent’s message and documents are running through 
the press at the rate of one hundred pages a day.”’ 
That may betrue. I donot know tothe contrary; 
but in what way is it running through at the rate 
of one hundred pagesa day? Does he intend that 
this House shali understand that one hundred 


| pages of new matter, not before set up, are set up 


and proof taken from it per day? If that is so, if 


| he intends to be so understood, I desire to say to 


a large portion of time, and would not secure , 


propositions anywhere, except from this city, and 


this House, that from all the information | can 
get, they are relying entirely upon a broken reed, 
if they rely upon that statement. At the rate of 
one hundred pages a day, this man would want 
but twenty days to dispose of this whole business. 
He has had now one hundred and thirty days, and 
the only evidence he has given of life upon this 
subject is—under the repeated goadings of this com- 
mittee—the first part of the President’s message 
and accompanying documents. It cannot be true. 
While I cannot speak from knowledge derived 
| from going into the printing office, and looking at 
the facts, yet I can speak with great confidence 
from the results. They did not strike off one 
hundred pages per day, or twenty days would 
have disposed of that message. 

Mr. DEAN. I rise to a question of order. Is 
there any proposition before the louse for dis- 
cussion ? 

The SPEAKER. There is no proposition 
pending which would authorize debate. The gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr.Gormay] rose and asked 
| the indulgence of the House, which was extended 

tohim. Ever since, the discussion has progressed 
alone by the courtesy of the House. 
Mr. DEAN. I then objectto further debate. 


g ubmit 
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Mr. FLORENCE. Mr Speaker, l rise to 
mouon 
The SPEAKER. 
York s upon the floor 
Mr. FLORENCE. 1 understood the 


} 
uw t) el 


The gentleman from New 


Speaker 
before the Llouse, 


that there was hothn 


id 1 rose to submit a mor 


The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from New 


York, [Mr. Deaw,} to the left of the Chair, rose 
to a point of order, and is ented to the floor. 
Mr. DEAN. 1 move that the rules be sus- 


t ended, and the House resolve itself inio the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union on 
the homestead bill. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I trust 
will be voted down. 

Mr. LLA VEN. The gentleman from New y ork 
to my right yields the floor. When interrupted I 
had commenced to say that I had concluded the 
Statement l was making. I intended to close what 
L had to state upon the subject, by moving the 
printing of the report which was read by the chair- 
man of the Committee on Printing, [Mr. Gon- 
MAN. | 

Mr. JOHN W.HOWE,. What are the politics 
of the persons who have | 

Mr. HAVEN. 


of polities that [ cannot tel 


that proposition 


een selec ted f 


rae 
here are now so many shades 

; : 
: 


The SPEAKER. ‘The motien to print is in 
ordet 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. Mr. Speak - 
er-— 


Mr. DEAN. Does not the question now recur 
upon the motion 1 have submitted ? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair understood the 
centleman from New York: to have withdrawn his 
motion at the request of his colleague. 

Mr. DEAN. Notatall. My motion was not 
withdrawn. 

The SPEAKER. ‘That then being the condi- 
tion of motion of the gentleman’s 
colleague [Mr. Haven] to printis not in order. 

Mr. DEAN. I yielded to my colleague only 
for explanation. : . 

The SPEAKER. It be wondered, 
in consequence of the confusion prevailing in the 
House, that more m! 
between the Chair and gentlemen upon the floor. 

Mr. DEAN. I stated that | would only yield 
for explanation, my colleague having requested 
the floor only a moment. 1 do not withdraw my 


the case, the 


is only to 


sunderstandings do not occur 


motion. 
The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair will state 


understands the matter. 


as he 
‘The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Dean] rose in his place, cut off the 
debate by ratsing a question of order, and moved 
that the rules be suspended and that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. The Chair then under- 
stood the gentleman from New Yerk to withdraw 
that motion at the request of his colleague. 

Mr. DEAN. l, however, did not. 

TheSPEAKER. His colleague, therefore, sub- 
mitted a motion to print, upon which the Chair 
recognized the gentieman from Mississippi, {Mr. 
The rentlem in from New Y ork | Mr. 
Dean] now states that he did not withdraw his mo 
tion to go into committee, and therefore the mouon 
of his colleague [Mr. Haven] is not in order, nor 
is the gentleman from Mississippi entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I rise to what I suppose to 
be a privileged question; for I must acknowledge 
that | am not conversant with the rules of the 
House. Itisthis: The chairman of the Joint Com- 
mittee on Printing submitted a report. His col- 
league upon the committee (Mr. Haven] had the 
consent of the House to review that report, and to 
make a statement of facts connected with the pub- 
lic printing. Before he resizned the floor the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Dean] rose in his 
place to a question of order, as to whether there 
was anything before the House, and whether dis- 
cussion was in order. The Speaker decided there 
nothing before the House, inasmuch as no 
The gentleman took 


Brown.| 


was 
motion had been submitted. 
his seat. 

Mr. DEAN. I beg to say to the gentleman 
that he is mistaken. I have not taken my seat 
since. 

Mr. FLORENCE. The gentleman from New 
York continued his remarks, and concluded b 
making a motion to print the report of the Com- 
mittee on Printing. The gentleman from Missis- 
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sippi rose in his place, when he had concluded, 
and was recognized by the Chair 

The SPEAKER. The decision of the Chair is 
simply this: He did not heur distinetly what was 
said by the gentleman from New York in reply to 
his colleazue, who made a request of him to sus 
pend his motion. The Chair was under the im- 
pression that the gentleman had withdrawn his mo- 
tion. He affirms that he has not, and whatever 
has passed since was not in order. ‘The question 
now is upon the motion to go into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Do 1] understand the Chair 
to decide that the gentleman from New York was 
out of order during the hour that he has been 
speaking upon the subject of the public printing ? 

The SPEAKER. 


decision. 


The Chair has made no such 
He has not been called upon to decide 
that point,-and, of course, shall make no decision 
in regard to it. 

Mr. DEAN. 
yut. 

The SPEAKER. Whatever has passed in the 
House has been by the courtesy of the Chair and 
the House. Since the gentleman from New York 


I insist upon my motion being 


submits the motion to go into the Committee of 


the Whole upon the state of the Union, it being 
in order under the rules, the Chair is bound to put 
that proposition to the House. 

The question was then taken upon the motion 
to suspend the rules, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union; and there were—ayes 78, noes 
36; no quorum, 

Mr. ORR demanded tellers; which were ordered; 
and Messrs. Cuanpier and Hamittron were ap- 
pointed, 

The question was again put, and the tellers re- 

vorted—ayes 78, noes 38. 

Mr. CLINGMAN demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Before the yeas and nays 
are called, I desire to ask for information. If the 
House resolve to go into the Committee of the 
Whole upon the state of the Union on the special 
order, what will become of the report of the Com- 
mittee on Printing? 

The SPEAKER. 
table. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
be reached ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair doubts whether 
it could be reached by a simple motion in the 
morning. 

Mr. JOLINSON, of Tennessee. It can be 
reached by calling up the business upon the Speak- 
er’s table. 

Mr. FLORENCE. If the House refuses to go 
into the Committee of the Whole, it is subject to 
any action the House may choose to take upon it? 

The SPEAKER. That is so. 

Mr. FLORENCE. A majority of the House 
can recommit it to the committee, order it to be 
printed, or make any disposition of it they choose? 

TheSPEAKER. Any disposition can be made 
of ii a majority of the House chooses. 

Mr. STUART. I would ask the gentleman 
who has made the motion to go into committee to 
withdraw it until the motion can be made to print 
the report made by the Printing Committee. Then 
wecan go into committee, and, as | understand 
it, it will be in order to take it up at any time. 

Mr. DEAN. I decline withdrawing my motion. 

[Gries of **Vote it down! Vote it down!’’} 

The question was again put, and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 55, nays 95, as follows: 


It will go on the Speaker’s 


And then, sir, how can it 


YEAS—Messrs. Thomas H. Bayly, Bowie, Briggs, 
Chastain, Clark, Curtis, Dawson, Dean, Dunham, East 
man, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gaylord, Gorman, Grey, Ham 
ilton, Hendricks, Hibbard, Hillyer, John W. Howe, Inger 
soll, Jackson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, George 
G. King, Lockhart, Mason, MceMullin, Meacham, Meade, 
Morehead, Murray. Nabers, Newton, Olds, Samuel W. 
Parker, Peasiee, Polk, Price, Riddle, Ross, Russell, Sav 
age, Origen 8S. Seymour, Skelton, Stanly, Fred. P. Stan- 
ton, Richard H. Stanton, Abr’m P. Stevens, Stone, Stratton, 
Stuard, Sutherland, Wells, Williams, and Yates—55. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allison, John Appleton, William 
Appleton, Barrere, Bartlett, Bennett, Bocock, Bowne, 
Bragg, Brenton, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, Buell, Burrows, 
J. Cable, Lewis D. Campbell, Chandler, Chapman, Cling- 
man, Cobb, Cottman, John G. Davis, Dimmick, Disney, 
Doty, Edgerton, Fitch, Florence, Floyd, Fowler, Freeman, 
Gamble, Goodenow, Goodrich, Green, Grow, Hall, Har- 
per. Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Haven, Henn, 


Martin, McDonald, McLanahan, McNair, McQueen, Mill- 
son, Miner, Molony, Henry D. Moure, Orr, Outlaw, An- 
drew Parker, Penniman, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Rantoul, 
Robbins, Sackett, Schermerhorn, Schoolcrait, Scudder, 
Seurry, Smart, Smith, Snow, Benjamin Stanton, Thaddeus 
Stevens, St. Martin, ‘Taylor, Benjamin ‘Thompson. Thurs- 
ton, Venable, Walbridge, Wallace, Ward, Washburn, 
Watkins, and Woodward—95. 


Mr. BROWN. I desire to make some remarks 
to the House upon the subject, but before doing 
so, | move to print the report from the Committee 
on Printing. 

Mr. FLORENCE. May I ask the gentleman 
to give way for a moment, so that! may offer the 
following resolution? 

** Resolved, That the report of the Committee on Printing 
be reterred back to that committee, and that the committee, 
whenever the public printer fails to do any printing ordered 
by the House according to his contraet, be instructed to ad 
vertise, for ten days, for proposals to print each order 
in the manner prescribed by the printing contract, and to 


award the printing of each order of the House to the lowest 
responsible bidder. 


Mr. POLK. That is, that the public printer 
be required to tell us when he will print the Pres- 
ident’s message. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi [Mr. Brown] yield for this purpose? 

Mr. BROWN. 1 yield for that purpose. 

Mr. KING, of New York. ‘The resolution is 
in order. 


Mr. HOUSTON. It cannot repeal a law with- 


| out being a joint resolution. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is under the im- 
pression, upon hearing the resolution read, that it 
is so connected with the public printing, that it 
will not be his business to decide it out of order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand it to be decided 
out of order. Does the Chair receive it? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair stated, from hear- 
ing of the resolution, that he could not decide it out 
of order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then I wish to present a 
point of order in connection with the amendment 


| offered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, | Mr. 


FLorence.|] ‘The Joint Committee on Printing 
have acted under an existing law; and, if I under- 
stand the amendment, it proposes not only to 
change the law under which the committee acted 
by a simple resolution of this House, but it pro- 
poses to instruct a joint committee of the two 
Houses, by a mere resolution of one of the Houses 
creating that committee, to repeal a law by resolu- 
tion; it must be a joint resolution, and a joint res- 
olution will also be necessary to instruct a joint 
committee. In that way the sense of both Houses 
is obtained, and not otherwise. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is very clearly 
of the opinion, that by the action of a single House 
a law could not be repealed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is the pointI make. 

The SPEAKER. That is a point forthe House 
to decide. If the House chooses to consider and 
debate it, it is not for the Chair to decide that they 
cannot do so. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Theamendment is merely 
instructing the committee what to do, and I think 


| the House are competent to do that. 


orsford, Houston, Thomas M. Howe, Hunter, James || 


Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Preston King, | 
Kuhns, Kurtz, Landry, Letcher, Humphrey Marsball, || 


Mr. BAYLY. Does the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania{Mr. FLorence] maintain that one House 
can instruct a joint committee? 

Mr. FLORENCE. I will then offer it as a 
joint resolution. I so modify it. 

Mr. BAYLY. Suppose this House refers it 
back, and the other does not, what action can that 
committee take upon it? It is a joint committee, 
and one House cannot instruct it. 

Mr. FLORENCE. [I submit it as a joint res- 
olution, and then that objection is obviated, | ap- 
prehend. 

Mr. KING, of New York. I suppose it is com- 
petent for the House to determine what we will 
do in the matter. The resolution is in order, 


| whether it is in accordance with the joint resolu- 


tion or not. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that it is 
not competent for him to determine what the 


| House will do, or ought to do, in reference to the 


repeal of laws or instructions to their committees. 
Mr. KING. Is the resolution decided to be in 
order? 
The SPEAKER. It is germane, and in order. 
Mr. BROWN. Ido not intend to detain the 
House by anything like an elaborate speech upon 
the subject of the public printing. In the few re- 
marks which [ propose to submit, I shall endeavor | 


| 
| 
| 
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to confine myself as nearly as possible to the sul). 
jects directly before us; nor should I have asked 
the indulgence of the House to say a word but for 
the agency which | have taken heretofore in this 
matter. When [ heard that the Committee oy 
Public Printing had done more than, by the exp 
nation of the honorable chairman I am now in- 
duced to think they intended to do, I though: 
they had exceeded the authority given them by 
law, and that they had done that which this House 
ought not to sanction by its silence, much less by 
its express assent. With the explanation which 
the honorable chairman has given, I am satisfied 


la- 


_the committee have intended to confine them. 


selves to the letter of the law; but Lam just as 
well satisfied that their action will lead to an abuse 


| ofthe law. ‘The Committee on Public Printing 


have a right, according to one construction of the 
statute of 1846, to take so much of the public 
printing from the present employee as he fails or 
refuses to execute. Under this authority we now 


/ learn from the chairman, that they propose to 


take from the public printer—what? The work 
which he has refused or failed to execute, and this 
alone? No, sir; for in the progress of his re- 


| marks the honorable chairman tells you that they 


have in their possession now a_ considerable 


| quantity of work, which has never yet been sub- 


mitted to the public printer. What brought the 
minds of the committee to the conclusion, that the 
printer would either fail or refuse to execute the 
work, when it bad never been in his hands? Was 
it not straining a conclusion to determine that he 
had failed to execute, and would not execute, 
work which they had never intrusted to his care, 
and never asked him to execute? The honorable 


| chairman of the committee says that the public 
| printer has failed to execute some of the work 


heretofore intrusted to his care. But does the con- 
clusion necessarily follow, that he will continue to 


| fail; or that, having failed in one kind of printing, 
he would fail in all others? 


| upon its delivery to him? 


Was it ever expected that the public printer 
could execute the printing of this House instantly 
Has there been any 


| extraordinary delay in the delivery of this work? 


According to my recollection, the public printing 
is about as forward, about as near to completion, 
as it usually is at this season of the year. We 


| have the first part of the President’s message, 
bound and laid upon our tables, one copy for each 


member; and what matters it whether the extra 
copies shall be printed this month, the next month, 
or three months hence? When was the last part 


| of the President’s message and accompanying 
| documents printed during the long session of the 


| was laid upon our tables. 


last Congress? According to my recollection, we 
were getting along towards the dog-days before it 
Was the then vener- 


| able and highly-respected public printer [Mr. 
| Ritchie] hauled over the coals for a failure to per- 
| form his duty? Was Mr. Ritchie—against whom 
| L have no word of complaint to utter here—held 


| of his duties? 
a low tone, Yes. 


up to the country as a defaulter in the discharge 
Ah! some gentleman answers, In 
It is well the tone islow. No 


| gentleman ought to answer yes, in a loud voice. 


| upon that subject two years ago. 


The House knows what was the action taken 
At the close of 


| the session of 1850, there was found to be, in one 
| House of Congress, a large majority not only in- 
| disposed to call Mr. Ritchie to an account for any 
| failure to comply with his contract, but actually 


disposed and determined to give him some sixty 


| or seventy thousand dollars of the public money 


/as extra compensation. 


Mr. Ritchie was paid 
every dollar that he claimed under his contract, 


' and his friends were anxious to give him a great 


| deal more. 


I never understood that he did the 


| work any better, or any more rapidly than the 


contract called for; and yet there was a large party 
in this House ready to vote him sixty thousand 


| dollars, or more, over and above what the contract 
| called for; and it was only, according to my recol- 


| thing was prevented, 


lection, by parliamentary maneuvring that the 
You had two or three com- 


| mittees of conference upon the subject, and the 


| subject was pressed upon our attention as no other 


subject was ever pressed upon us, And let me 


‘| remind certain gentleman, who are enforcing & 


very rigid observance of the law against Mr. Ham- 
ilton, that the journals show them to have been 
more than liberal towards Mr. Ritchie. Now, sir, 
I desire to know why it is, in this land of laws, 
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in this land of equality, and before this Demo- 
cratic House of Representatives, this kind of dis- 
tinction is made between one employee and an- 
other? 1 know nothing of Mr. Boyd Hamilton; 
I have never seen him. If I were to meet him to- 
day | should not know him from any other man 
in Christendom. 1 care not one single solitary 
farthing about him, but Ido care for justice. I 
will not willingly make myself a party to a trans- 
action sO unjust as this. I will not say to one 
man, who wields a powerful party press, We will 
pay you the full amount of the bond, wink at your | 
short-comings, and pay you sixty thousand dol- | 
lars extra; and then to another, who has no press, 
no power, no influence, We will crush you, be- 
cause you have not lived up to the very letter of 
the law. 
Mr. GORMAN. I want the gentleman dis- 
tinctly to avow whether he charges that as a mo- 
tive operating upon the committee? 
Mr. BROWN. Notatall. 
Mr. GORMAN, Your words do. 
Mr. BROWN. I disavow any personal appli- | 
cation; but this I will say: If the House of Rep- 
resentatives shall perpetrate such an act of gross 
injustice, it will merit, and will assuredly receive, 
the reprobation of every just man in the nation. 
We hear continually that the contract system has 
proved a failure. 1 do not think so. ‘The con- 
tract system has had no fair trial. There has 
been, what seemed to me, a determination from 
the beginning to bring this system into disrepute— 
never to give it fair play. Powerful parties, hold- 
ing the most influential positions, have engaged in 
this work. ‘The system has operated against their 
interest, and they have labored to break it down. 
Its triumph is not complete, but it has not failed. | 
Let us see how the system has worked so far. 
Your first contractors were Wendell & Van Ben- 
thuysen. Did they execute their contract? Lun- 
derstand they did. I am forced to that conclusion 
because there has been no suit entered upon their 
bond for a failure to execute their contract. Thus 
far the system worked well—at least it did not fail. 
You received the work and paid for it; and if it | 
was not well done, it was because you did not | 
require it to be well done. During the last Con- 
gress, the then venerable editor of the Union (Mr. 
Ritchie) had the contract. Did he execute it? I 
understand he did. It is my understanding that 
he executed it to the satisfaction of the Committee 
on Printing and the satisfaction of Congress. I 
so understand, because no suit has been instituted 
upon his bond fora failure to execute the contract. | 
You again received the work and paid for it, and | 
we shall presently see that certain gentlemen pro- 
yosed to do a great deal more. Surely there could | 
ties been no failure, when you not only received 
the work and paid for it, but wanted to give 
large extra compensation. Then Mr. A. Boyd } 
Hamilton has the contract for this session. The 
only specification, according to my present recol- | 
lection, which the honorable chairman makes 
against him is, that a portion of the paper is some 
twelve pounds in the ream lighter than the con- 
tract requires. This I find Mr. Hamilton accounts 


for in the printed paper lying upon our tables. | 
He says, that for a brief season during the past | 


winter, on account of the closing of navigation, 
he was unable to get a better article of paper. 
The cold weather having suspended steamboat 
and railroad operations, he could not procure 
transportation. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I wish to make 
a statement, and it is this: 1 understand from the 
chairman of the Senate committeg or rather the 
late chairman of the Senate committee, that he 
has rejected nearly all the work sent to the Senate 
by the printer, and rejected it not solely for the 
reason that the paper was of an inferior article, 
but because the whole committee concurred in the 
idea that a great fraud had been practiced upon 
the Government if this paper should be received as 
the quality of paper which he has now furnished, 
it being one fifth less in value, than what he was 
required to furnish. 
utthere is another defect in the paper, to which 
the chairman of the House committee, and of the 
Senate committee, I understand, objected; and it is 
this: that the sheets of paper upon which the print- 
ing is done, are too small; that they have too little 
margin; that when the pages are folded together, 
and the edges clipped or cut, it leaves too little 
margin, and that in the books in which plates are 


| as long as his. (Laughter. ] 
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to be placed, the plates are frequently disfigured || attack upon the contract system, but only upon 


and destroyed in consequence of the smallisess of | the manner in which this party has acted under 
the sheets. his contract. Is not that the fact 
Nor is this all. The printing which has been Mr. GORMAN. Ik 

sent to us, is so imperfect in consequence of de- Mr. BROWN. If the committee take the print- 
fects in the manner in which the press-work is | ing from this man and hand it over to others, or 
done, and defects in the quality of the ink that is | if they refuse to deliver it over to him, what is it 
used, that there are not half a dozen sheets in any | but an abandonment of the contract 
one book that we have examined, that are perfect. | a breaking up of the contract 
They are full from the top line to the bottom of | man see that the result of this action on the part 


the page, with what printers call technically, | of the committee must be that the whole of the 


: 
Is not that 


Does not every 


‘*monks,”’ and ‘ friars,”? that is, here a white | House printing will go to Donelson & Armstrong, 
place, and here a black blotch. So that the work | and the whole of the Senate printing to Gideon & 
in every view in which it can be regarded, is in- | Co.? Mr. Boyd Hamilton will be left at the end 


ferior to what was agreed for under the contract. of three weeks from to-day with not a penny’s 
Mr. FLORENCE. Did the gentleman submit || worth of work on hand. It is useless to say 


any of this work tothe House? I understood the | what the committee mean to do, or what is meant 
chairman of the Committee on Printing [Mr. | by this proceeding. ‘The question is, what does 


Gorman] to say thet there had been nodocuments | their action inevitably lead to? If the work is 
except the President’s messageand accompanying || taken from Hamilton by the committee, and their 


|; documents, given to the public printer. His com- || action is sanctioned by the House, there is an end 


plaint was, that there had been no work done; but || of his contract; and with it we all see that the 
now the gentleman from Kentucky, a member of || whole contract system willend., It cannot be oth- 
the Committee on Printing, rises in his place and | erwise. 
says that these have been condemned. Where The committee has notified us that they have 
are they? ceased to send the work to Hamilton, and have 
Mr. POLK. I will ask the gentleman from || made arrangements with other parties ‘to do it, Is 
Pennsylvania, if there are not thirty or forty Ex- || it not ridiculous, then, to say that they have not 
ecutive documents that have been furnished to the | abrogated the contract? ‘They have, to all intents 
printer during the last three months, and thathave || and purposes, abrogated one contract and made 
not been printed yet? another. It is stulufying ourselves to pretend that 
Mr. FLORENCE. I do not know anything | it is otherwise. 
at all about that, for lam not a member of the My reason for introducing a resolution in refer- 
Committee on Printing. I attend to the business | ence to this subject was this—and I had no other 
of the committee to which I belong, and cannot | purpose to subserve—I wanted to arrest what | 
answer the gentleman’s question, thought a dangerous proceeding. I knew the 
Mr. POLK. Then I say to thegentleman from | committee were acung without having made a re- 
Pennsylvania that he ought not to talk about || pert to the House. I did not pause to inquire 
things he knows nothing about. whether they had authority to do all that they 
Mr. FLORENCE. |! rose for the purpose of | proposed. I looked only to the effect which their 
being informed; and if the gentleman had had his | action was certain to produce. Mr. Hamilton 


| ears open, he would have heard my question, and | says he has made an outlay of $50,000 in prepar- 
’ 4 ’ 5 . | I 


would not have made the remark he did. ing himself to execute the prinung of Congress. 
Mr. POLK. Iam sorry I didnot hear thegen- | It is proposed summarily to take the contract from 
tleman; but it is my misfortune, if my earsare not | him—and by whom and in what manner, pray? 
Not by Congress—not by a committee of Con- 
Mr. GORMAN. The gentleman from Penn- | gress, but by three members of the House and 
sylvania misunderstood me, if he understood me | one member of the Senate; for, bear you in mind, 
as saying that no document but the President’s | this is not the act of a full committee. And this 
message had gone into the hands of the printer. | fragment ofa committee are doing this without con- 
A great many documents have gone into his hands, | sulting Congress, and without reporting is pro- 
but we have never seen anything of them since; | ceedings. Now, let Congress sanction this act of 
when they get there, it is the lastof them. A part | the committee, and think you, sir, that this man 
of the President’s message has, however, come to | will not come here at the next Congress and ask 
us, and it is to that that the gentleman from Ken- || indemnity for his losses on this outlay? No man 
tucky alludes. If you look over the pages, you |! will question that. And what do you suppose he 
will find the ‘*monks”’ and ‘friars,’? or, as I || will prove? If heis half as smart in making proof 
should call them, blotches of white and then | as others have been, he will prove that he was ex- 
blotches of black. They are really so insuffer- | ecuting the work as well as it had ever been done; 
ably bad that we could not receive them. I hope | that he wae delivering it as fast as it had ever been 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania is satisfied. 1 | delivered; that his contract was rudely and summa- 
will produce a copy, and hand it to him. rily snatched from him, his business broken up, bis 
Mr. BROWN, (resuming.) I was proceeding | credit destroyed, and himself ruined. And instead 
to inquire, when | was interrupted, whether it was | of your getting the penalty of the bonds, he will pre- 
true that the contract system had been fairly tried, | sent a claim for some $100,000 or more against you. 
and had proved a failure? I had shown thatthere | Then, if a committee is appointed, as there will 
was no evidence of its failure up to the commence- | be, to investigate the subject, what evidence will 
| ment of this session of Congress, and I had stated | there be on the record to show that you were just- 
that I believed there had been combinations to | ified in this proceeding? Take the contract from 
break it down. If it has failed, or shall hereafter | Mr. Hamilton, under these circumstances, if you 
fail, in the hands of Mr. Hamilton, is that con- || will; but IL ask you to leave upon the record the 
clusive that the system is wrong, and ought to be | evidence which shall justify your action to those 
abandoned? That it must fail in hishands, under || who are to come after you, and who will be 
the policy that the committee propose to pursue | charged with an investigation of Hamilton's 
towards him, is tomy mind themost evident prop- | claims. Do not go out of this contract and leave 
osition on earth. If the committee suspends a job | no trace behind to mark your exit. Before you 
when it is half completed, takes other jobsfromhim | sanction the acts of this committee, demand a re- 
entirely, and makes large deductions from time to | port, a full report, one that will justify you before 
time on the work which he has executed, who | another Congress in dismissing Hamilton from 
does not see that the man’s credit must be broken || his contract—for rest assured he will present his 
down? If he was worth a quarter of a million of | claim from year to year, and send it down to his 
dollars, he could not execute the contract under | children after him, from generation to generation. 
such a policy as this. It will be presented time and again, until, finally, 
But ao not mean to dwell upon this branch of | Congress will be brought to pass it. Itis this re- 
|| the subject. I have said that, in my judgment, || sult against which | now raise my warning voice. 
'| the system has not proved a failure. If it has If there is anything to justify this step on the 
failed at all at any time, or in any man’s hands, | part of Congress, let the committee report it. Let 
it is because you have not given it a fair trial. the House take the responsibility. Let us know 
Mr. FREEMAN, (interrupting.) I did not || where we stand. Let those who are to come after 
understand the chairman of the committee to suy || us have something with which to meet Mr. Ham- 
that the contract had been abrogated, but onl ilton, when he comes here by himself, or through 
that they should employ others to carry out wach his attorney or successors, to make a demand for 
parts of the contract as the contractor has failed | damages on account of the breaking up of his con- 
| to carry out. I do not understand that this is an | tract. 
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We are told day after day in the newspapers 
and elsewhere, that the contractsystem has failed, 


and that Congress ought to abandon it. I am 
no friend of the system. Iam not its friend, or | 
its apologist. Butit has not failed. Its success 


has been wonderful, considering the amount of 
opposition it has encountered. Joes it not strike 
us all as rather remarkable, that a member 

ne of these printed documents on his 
; remote corner 
frank upon it, 
call a page and send it to the post office of the 
House, und that it should then be taken up and 
carried from one point to another, and that too by 
contract, until finally it reaches its far off destina- 


beins t 


can ¢t ike up 


] t + . ) 
desk, dire it to some one In some 


of California or Oregon, put his u} 


tion, and y 


et that this document thus borne from 
part of t 


the continent to 
cannot be printed here, under the eye of Congress, 
Your Army and Navy can be sup- 
plied by contract: your troops on the distant fron- 


one another by contract, 


by contract? 


tier of Texas, California, and Oregon, can be 
furnished with supplies by contract; and yet you 
cannot print a book by contract. If these manu- 
scripts belonged to a private individual, could he 
not get them printed by contract?—and won!d he 
not do it? Why 1s tt, then, that we cannot do 
the same thing? 1 do not profess to know, but I 
will tell you what | think may be the cause. I 


do not say why it is we have failed, but I will tell 

you what | think has interfered with our success. 

Th: are party editors in the city of Washing- 

ton— Whigs as wellas Democrats—and there may 
he such a thing as this going on: 

‘Tf you'll tickle me, Pl tickle you.”’ 

if a member will vote large supplies to a party 

thus tickle him—and it applies not 

more to one party than the other—why, then, the 

editur speaks well of the member to his constitu- 

ents, and thus tickles him in return; but before an 


re 


editor, and 


excuse can be given for voting these supplies the | 


Besides, it 
may be possible that party men, after all, care 
more for the success of party editors than for the 
success of a system like this. 
strive to bring the system into discredit and to 
destroy it in public favor, in order that party edit- 


ors may come up and be elected public printers, 


contract system must be broken up. 


or have contracts given to them, out of which | 


they may realize large sums of money. I say 
these things maybe. Ido not say they are so. 
But these are reflections which force themselves on 
my mind. And when I can find no good reason 
why the contract system is failing, or is likely to 
fuil—no reason why it is cried down—my mind 
dwells here; and I inquire of myself, whether it 
is not possible, that at the bottom of all the diffi- 
culty in executing this contract system, there does 
not lie some hidden and secret causes like these? 
be the causes of failure, let them be re- 
moved. Let us fling defiance in the teeth of those 
who would use the National ‘Treasury to purchase 
stand on their merits, and 


if these 


fiy Let members 


editor 


or 


and the contract system will triumph. 

i do not say the contract system is the best; | 
only say it has not had a fair trial, and we have 

o reason to conclude that it has failed. If I had 
my own way, or if my suggestions are worth 
anything to the House, { would say, that above 
all other modes, I should prefer to have the public 
printer elected, and that it should be required of 


him, by law, that he should have no connection | 


vith any party press, Whig or Democratic, during 
his service; but that he should be what his voca- 
tion indicated him to be—the public printer, and 
nothing else. If I had my own way, I should 
prefer to have the work executed by a public 
printer who should be well paid. But o! all the 
schemes that | have ever seen or heard of, this last 
one of the Committee on Printing, is to me the 
most objectionable—objectionable in many points 
of view. Ido not like these combinations between 
Whigs and Democrats. I do not say there has 
been a combination or coalition for bad purposes, 
because I will notcharge my honorable friend from 
Indiana (Mr. Gorman] with entering into com- 
binations; but it will strike the mind of this coun- 
try as a coalition; and however well intended, its 
effects upon the Democratic party must be most 
disastrous. Talk about the Massachusetts coali- 
tion! Why, sir, the honorable chairman of the 
committee ought to have retained the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Se to defend 
this business. He is a capital defender of coal- 


And they may | 


like other men, work for what they get, 


itions, as he has given us good reason to know. 
{Laughter. ] 

This whole thing looks to me, and I fear it will 
strike the country, as very much like a combin- 
ation or coalition between the Whigs and Demo- 
crats, or rather between the organs of the two 
parties, to control the Government printing, keep 


| profound attention, as I always do, to the rer 


the game in their own hands, and pocket the prof- || 


Ido not say that it is so, but it occurs to 
me that it looks that way, and that the country 
will so regard it 

Mr. GORMAN. I wantto puta friendly ques- 
tion to the gentleman from Mississippi. “I ask 
that gentleman whether the present coalition suits 
him ? 


Mr. BROWN. 


its. 


It does not. 


Mr. GORMAN. I understand it does not. 
W ould the Southern Press suit him ? 

Mr. BROWN. It would not. 

Mr. GORMAN. I am inclined to come to the 


| ing? 
| could not have done it just as well. 
| other printing establishments here. 


same conclusion in relation to my friend from | 
Mississippi that he does in relation to myself. | 


He suspects me of forming a coalition with the 


rgans of the Whig and Democratic parties. I | 


suspect him of doing precisely the same thing 
with the Southern Press. He suspects me, there- 


fore, of exactly what I suspect him; so, if he kills 


my dog, I will kill his cat in the same way. 
{ Laughter. 

Mr. BROWN. Let me say to my friend from 
Indiana, that he was never more mistaken. I 


have at no time sought, directly nor indirectly, to 


five any 


vart of the public printing to the Southern 
Press. / 


nd what is more, if it were left to me to 
direct the whole subject, I would not give one dol- 
lar of it to any party editor. 

Mr. VENABLE. Wouldn’t you give itto the 
National Era? [Laughter. } 

Mr. BROWN. About as soon as 
others. 

Mr. POLK. lLask the gentleman if he would 
not vote to give it to the Southern Press ? 

Mr. BROWN. No,sir. [have already stated, 
and I believe it to be true, that it is wrong in prin- 
ciple to give the public patronage to party editors 
atall. Itdestroys that independence and boldness 
which should belong alike to editors and Represent- 


to some 
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April 14, 
from New York, (Mr. Haven,] seem to wii to be 
united, and to have formed a coalition to obt 
the spoils. [Laughter.] 


Mr. Speaker, although I listened with the 


ain 


most 
Narks 


of my friend from Indiana, [Mr. Gormay,} I am 


at a loss to know why it became necessary to em- 
ploy two party organs to aid in the public print. 
i I cannot understand why somebody else 
There Were 
There was 
the Towers’s establishment. There was Mr, 
Rives’s establishment; and there were others, Buy; 
I understood the committee voted down all these 
establishments; they even voted down Donelson 


_& Armstrong, as my friend [Mr. Gorman] says, 


And in order to secure to them a part of the work 


| the right hand of fellowship was extended by him 


to his Whig co-laborers, they agreeing to divide it 


| between the two great party organs, the Union 


| the Republic, 


and the Republic. I ask my friend [Mr. Gor- 
MAN] if he did not vote against Rives, and against 
Towers, and against others. P 

Mr. GORMAN. Idid‘ 

Mr. BROWN. Exactly; and other members 
of the committee voted against Donelson & Arm- 
strong, and in this way no conclusion was arrived 
at, until at last the two Whigs on the Committe: 
obtained their own terms, and got half the job for 
It seems to me that if my friend 
from Indiana, [Mr. Gorman, ] and my friend from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Sranton,] who was a member of 
that committee, had gone with the other members 
of the committee for Mr. Rives, there would have 
been no difficulty. 

Mr. ORR. Will my friend from Mississippi 
yield for a motion to adjourn ? 

Mr. BROWN. I will yield for that purpose. 

Mr. ORR. I move, then, that the House do 


| now adjourn. 


The motion was put and agreed to; and 
The House adjourned till twelve o’clock to- 
morrow. 
NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. CLARK gave notice that he would introduce the 


|| memorial of certain citizens of the counties of Des Moines 


atives; it begets a sort of paralyzing sympathy | 


between the recipient of a favor and the giver of 
it, which stands palpably in the way of a fair, 
upright, equitable, and honest 
political justice. 

Mr. RANTOUL. 
gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Brown,] has 
thrown out, that | might be employed to defend 
this coalition, places me tn a rather unpleasant 
situation; and, therefore, I beg leave to say, in 
advance, that L shall decline entirely to undertake 
any such task upon any conditions whatever. A 
coalition which ts founded in principle, I can de- 
fend; but one which looks entirely to the division 
of the spoils, seems to me to be entirely indefensi- 
ble. [Renewed laughter. } 

Mr. BROWN. 


The suggestion which the | 


Weil, [ have only said that if | 


a coalition should be completed, better counsel! | 


could not be found to defend it. 

Mr. GORMAN. I congratulate the gentleman 
upon his new coalition. 

Mr. BROWN. If my friend, the chairman of 
the Committee on Printing, will look over the vote 
of yesterday upon this subject, he will find some 
reason to congratulate himself upon another coal- 
ition. My recollection is, that he was found in 
very strange company on that occasion. If he 
will but turn to his friend over the way from 
New York, [Mr. Haven,] he will find in hima 
coadjutor with whom he struck hands in making 
this bargain. 

Mr.GORMAN. I wascongratulating the gen- 
tleman upon his coalition with the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Rantout.] 

Mr. BROWN. Upon the great issues which 
unite us as Democrats, we work together. And 
on these issues, I believe there is not a more trust- 
worthy member-of the party on this floor than the 
honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Ranrout.] Those are the issues upon which the 
gentleman from Massachusetts and myself unite. 
Upon other issues, there is no bond of sympathy 
between us. The bond which unites us is polit- 
ical only; and the points of affinity are those 
which unite the gentleman from Indiana and my- 
self, and indeed all Democrats. But my friend 
from Indiana, [Mr. Gorman,] and the gentleman 


administration of |! 


and Dubuque, in the State of Towa, and accompanying bill 
respecting land for county seats for said counties. 


PETITIONS, &c., 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 
By Mr. MILLER: The petition of George Railey, of 
Lewis county, Missouri, praying Congress for additional 
compensation for services rendered as assistant marshal in 


taking the census of that county. 


By Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania: A memorial from 
Anthony Shermer, of Philadelphia, for the extension of a 


| patent; also, resolutions of a meeting of citizens of Phila- 
| delphia, in favor of granting land to actual settlers, &c. 


By Mr. MACE: The petition of Charles Ruffing and 90 
others, citizens of Carroll county, Indiana, asking for a 


| post route from Logansport, in Cass county, to Camden, in 


Carro}l county. 
By Mr. CHANDLER: Resolutions of the Legislature of 


Peunsylvania, in favor of improving the navigation of the 


Ohio, at Louisville. 

Also, the memorial of the Board of Trade of Philadel- 
phia, recommending the establishment of a Light-house 
Board. 

Also, the memorial of Henry O’Rielly, proposing a sys- 
tem of intercommunication by mail and telegraph along a 


| military road through our own Territories between the 


Atlantic and Pacific States. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The memorial of James M. Gatewood, 
of Henry county, Missouri, in relation to Mexican indem 
nities. 

Also, the petition of John B. King, of McDonald county, 
Missouri, praying additional compensation for services in 
taking the census of MeDonald county in 1850. 

By Mr. GOODENOW: The memorial of Pamelia A. 
S. Dearborn, widow ofthe late Lieutenant Colonel Green- 
leaf Dearborn, of the seventh regiment United States in- 
fantry, praying for relief. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepyespay, April 14, 1852. 
Prayer by the Rev. Lirrteron F. Morean. 


SALINE LANDS IN WISCONSIN. 
A message was received from the House of 


| Representatives, by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, an- 


nouncing that its Speaker had signed an enrolled 

bill to extend the time for selecting lands granted 

to the State of Wisconsin for saline purposes. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore also signed it. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. GWIN presented a petition of importing 
merchants of San Francisco, praying the remis- 
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s10! 
nme! it warehouses in that city, and injured or 


jestroyed by a land-slide; which was referred to 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. W ADE presented a petition of assistant 
narshals for taking the Seventh Census in Ohio, 
raving additional compensation; which was or- 

‘ered to be laid on the table. 

Mr. § SEW. ARD. Iam requested by Ebenezer 

(. Atwater, to present his petition to the Senate, 
,which he st ates that, in the month of May, 

1851, when the President of the United States, 
vith several members of his Cabinet, were trav el- 

i through the State of New York, he was en- 
ured to fire a salute, and that, in performing that 
tof duty,as acourtesy on the part of the citizens, 


she 


ne 


Senate, asking them to afford him some relief in 

his destitute and deplorable condition. I move 

‘hat it be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
it was so referred. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a petition of Benjamin 

Hallett, Rufus Choate, John C. Park, and 
bout one hundred other citizens, members of the 
ir in Boston, praying that the salary of the Uni- 
ed States district judge for that district may be 
increased; which was ordered to be laid on the 
table and printed. 

Mr. CLARKE presented the petition of John 
Potter Secord, and seventy other inhabitants of 
Coventry, Rhode Island, praying the establish- 
ne nt of a mail route from Washington Village to 

» City; which was referred to the Committee 
ae Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WALKE 
( De Witt county, Illinois, praying that one hun- 
lred and sixty acres of land may be granted to 


citizens of the United States upon becoming actual || 


ttlers: which was referred to the Committee on 
ub lic Lands. 

Mr. SUMNER. I presenta remonstrance from 
itizens of Plymouth county, Massac ~e, 
eainst the restoration of flogging in the Nav y- 
lhe person through whose agency this petition 
vas signed, states, in au letter, that he is con- 
vinced, after thirty years’ servic ein the Navy, that 
flogging is not necessary to preserve disci ipline, 
and that this would be partic ularly the case if the 
rrog rations were abolished. I move the reference 
of the remonstrance to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

It was so referred. 

Mr. GEYER presented a petition of the legal 
representatives of Jacques Clamorgan, praying 
the confirmation of a grant of land made to said 
Clamorgan by the Spanish authorities in 1797; 
which was referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented additional evi- 
dence in the case of William Money; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


_Mr. SMI CH presented a petiti ion of citizens of 


W cody or th’s s patent fora mf ling mac ies which 


was referred to the Committee on Patents and the | 


Patent Office. 
TONNAGE ON GOODS ENTERING CUBA, OR 
PORTO RICO. 


Mr. DAVIS submitted the following resolution; | 


which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 


may be able to furnish: First, in regard to the character 
and amount of discriminating duties exacted on the ton- 
nage of the United States entering the ports of Cuba or 


P 


subsequent to the passage of the act ef Congress approved 


July 13th, 1832; and second, the character and amount of 


imilar diseriminating duties exacted at the time of the pas- 
sage, and subsequent thereto, of the act of Congress ap- 
proved June 30th, 1834. 


PUBLIC LANDS IN OHIO. 
Mr. CHASE. 


Senate this morning. 


I wish to ask a favor of the 
I have never before made 


such a request, and I hope they will indulge me | 


tthis time. A bill granting the unsold residue 
of the public lands in Ohio, which, at the present 
time, are reduced to only two hundred thousand 
acres, by the process of sales, which has been 
voing on more than sixty years, stands second upon 
the Calendar. 
for a few days; and unless the bill is taken up 


‘lost both his arms and one eye; and he has | 
come here, and now presents a petition to the | 


i presented a petition of citizens 


orto Rico, in the dominions of Spain, at the time and also | 


I am obliged to leave Washington | 
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, of duties on merchandise stored in the @ee: | | now, it cannot receive the action of the House. 


But, desirous as I am to take it up, I pledge my- 
self that, if it takes over half an hour, I will con- 
sent to lay it upon the table, and submit to the 
inconvenience. I therefore move to postpone the 
previous orders, with the view of taking up that 
bill. 

Mr. UPHAM. I hope we shall go through 
with the morning business. Reports from com- 
mittees have not yet been called for. 

Several Senators. Let us take up the bill. 

Mr. MANGUM. I hope we will not take it 
up. I havea resolution which I wish to introduce 

Mr. DAVIS. And I have another. 

The PRESIDENT. Neither reports nor reso- 
lutions have been called for. The motion is to 
postpone all other business, to take up the bill 
named by the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. MANGUM. I hope we will proceed with 
the regular order of business. 

Mr. CHASE. I am sure the honorable Senator 
from North Carolina could not have heard the 
appeal which I made. 

Mr. MANGUM. I did not. 

Mr. CHASE. I am obliged, in consequence of 
peculiar circumstances, to leave Washington for a 
few days, and unless this bill is acted upon now, 
it cannot receive the action of the House. It 
stands the second on the Calendar, and was intro- 
duced at the very commencement of the session. 
If, however, the consideration of it will consume 
more than half an hour, | pledge myself to let it 

| lie on the table, as I am unwilling to interfere with 
other bills. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to, and the 
Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, 
to the consideration of the bill to grant to the State 
of Ohio the unsold and unappropriated public lands 
remaining in that State, which was reported from 
| the Committee on Public Lands, with various 

amendments. It enacts that all the lands remain- 
ing unsold and unappropriated in the State of Ohio, 
| after March 31, 1852, shall be granted to Mion State, 
provided that the grant shall not affect any pre- 
emption or other individual right, or inc dul any 
land within the Virginia military — t; and pro- 
vided, also, that fifty-five cents per acre shall be 
paid to the United States, for the use of certain 
Indians, for reserved lands, which, by treaty stip- 
ulations, are required to be paid in part to them. 
| It enacts, also, that on the passage of the act, the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office shall 
close the current land business in the State, and 
| on or before July 31, 1852, transfer to the Gov- 
ernor of the State, or such person as he shall des- 
ignate, al] the archives relating to lands within the 
State, now in the district land offices there. 

Mr. CHASE. I hope the amendments of the 
committee will be acreed to. 

Mr. DAWSON. I wish to ask a question for 
information. The reservations of Indian lands 
are put down at fifty-five cents peracre. Has the 
General Government the right of fixing the price 
of lands reserved for Indians under treaty? For 
if it is not in their power to dispose of the lands 
at that price, you will have an applic ation to pay 
out of the Treasury the amount they could have 
obtained for these very lands. 

Mr. CHASE. The answer to that question is 
very short. The matter was very carefully con- 
sidered by the Committee on Pub lic Lands. The 

| Government is bound to account to the Indians for 
the proceeds of these lands at one dollar and twen- 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be in- || ty- five cents per acre, less seventy cents allowed 


structed to reportto the Senate, such information as he || charges. 


If, then, the State of Ohio pays to the 
United States the sum of fifty-five cents per acre, 
the Treasury will receive the whole amount which 
the Government is bound to pay to the Indians. 

Mr. DAWSON. Then these lands, which m: Ly 
be worth one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, 
reserved to the Indians, which could have been dis- 

| posed of if thrown into the market, we are to give 
conditionally to the State of Ohio, upon the pay- 
ment of fifty-five cents per acre by that State for 
the lands, thereby taking from the lands which are 
reserved to the Indians, and giving seventy cents 
to the acre of their value to the State of Ohio. 

Mr. CHASE. The Senator does not under- 
stand the point. The lands are not reserved to the 
Indians; they belong to the United States. The 
United States is bound to account to the Indians 
at the rate of one dollar and twenty-five cents per 
acre, reserving seventy cents per acre for charges 

| incident to sales of thelands. ‘There will remain, 


1065 


then, fifty-five cents per acre, in the event they be 
sold, which would go to the Indians. But, in- 
stead of waiting for a long period until they are 
sold, the State of Ohio is at once to pay into the 


Treasury fifty-five cents per acre, so that the In- 
dians can get it without further delay. The lands 


have been offered for sale, and are subject to pri- 


| vate entry. 


Mr. DAWSON. My position is this: If the 
lands, which were reserved to the Indians, had 
been in the market up to this time—l presume 
they were good lands—they could have gone at 
one dollar and twenty- five cents per acré; and if 
they were now in a condition to ios taken up by 
any person, I presume one dollar and twenty- -five 
cents would be paid for them. 

Mr.CHASE. They have been offered for sale, 
within ten or twenty years past. They are not 

erood lands, and therefore they are not taken u up 


T hey are refuse lands. 
Mr. DAWSON. The Government will not 


| lose a dollar, I suppose? 


Mr. CHASE. Nota cent. 

Mr. DAWSON. And has your State the pay- 
ment of the costs incurred in the disposition of the 
lands? 

Mr. CHASE. Yes, si 

Mr. ees And you say the fifty-five 
cents per acre belong to the Indians? 

Mr. CHASE. Yes, sir. ; 

Mr.DAWSON. And that you purpose to pay 
them? Perhaps it will not be $1 25. The com- 
mittee may have looked into the matter more care- 
fully than I have. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 understand this bill pro- 
poses to give the lands in the State of Ohio, which 
have not been sold, to that State. I should like 
to know how much land-it is proposed to give 

Mr. CHASE. If the Senator will allow the 
amendments to be acted upon, I will answer his 
question very briefly. 

Mr. HUNTER. Very well. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

*Mr. CHASE. The bill, now under consider- 
ation, Mr. President, is one of considerable im- 
portance to the people of Ohio. It grants to the 
State the unsold residue of the public lands within 
her limits, except that portion lying within the 
Virginia Military District, which cannot be ceded 
without the consent of Virginia. The quantity of 
land granted is not large; but it 1s large enough to 
make the grant desirable to the State. Nor 1s the 
land of much value; but itis of much greater value 
to the State than to the General Government. 
The principal object of the measure is to terminate 
Federal ownership within the limits of the State; 
and I think the time has arrived when all will 


| agree, that so far as Ohio is concerned, the pro- 


prietorship of the General Government should 
come to an end. 

] ask the attention of Senators to a brief state- 
ment of facts which will exhibit clearly the merits 
of the bill. 

The quantity of land, unsold in Ohio, on the 
30th of September last, was only 216,070 acres. 
The quantity sold by the General Government in 
Ohio, up to that time, had been 12,616,909 acres. 
Besides these large sales there had been granted 
to the States of Connecticut and Virginia, as in- 
ducements to the cessions made by them to the 
United States, 7,376,769 acres; and to companies 
and individuals, mostly in large tracts and fo 
resale, 1,485,564 acres: and tos wusfy claims for 

military | purposes, 1.564.997 acres. The aggre 
gate quantity of lands for which the people of Ohio 
have had or have yet to pay the Government 
or its grantees, is, therefore, 23,046,484 acres. 
There have been reserved for Indians and salines, 
40,547. There remain, as I have stated, only 
216,070 acres unsold. It follows, therefore, that 
the whole amount contributed by the United States, 
| as the proprietor of this immense domain, to its 
improvement and preparation for sale, is only 
2,273,859 acres. This includes all the grants for 
schools, colleges, religious purposes, and internal 
improvements. 

The amount of money paid by the people of 
Ohio—the individual citizens of Ohio—into the 
Treasury of the United States for the privilege of 
oce ecupying § and tilling the soil, is $20,853, 694. The 





The substance and leading facts of the above remarks 
ani were submitted to the Senate, time and the condition 
of business not permitting more without delay of the bill. 
it is thought best to publish them in full. 
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sums paid to the grantees of the Government for 
lands granted to States, companies, and individuals 
not included in the ordinary sales, estimating these 
lands atthe minimum only, amount to $13,036,968. 
The vast aggregate swells to $33,890,664. Make 
every deduction from this sum which any fair 
consideration can suggest; exciude the value of the 
grants to individuals—such as the grants to John 
Cleves Symmes and the Ohio company, and the 
grants for military services—and still the amount | 
paid by the people of Ohio to this Government and 
its grantees, for the soil on which they live, and 
from which they draw, by honest toil, the means 
of life, will greatly exceed $30,000,000. 

The history of the world does not afford another 
instauce of the original ownership of wild lands 
being acquired by the inhabitants of any State or 
country at such a price. 

I will now state somewhat more particularly the 
grants made to Ohio for education, internal im- 
provements, and other purposes, and compare 
their amount with similar grants made to other 
States. 

The grants made to Ohio, are these: 

For schools, collezes,&c.... 727,528 acres. 
For internal improvements. .1,243,001 
For swamp lands.......... 303,329 


ISS lino ekibh ke che ee se 
The Senate will observe that I have included 
every grant of every kind made to the State. The 
sections sixteen, for the use of schools—all the 
canal lands—all the swamp lands—are included; 
and the total is nearly 500,000 acres less than 
the single grant to the State of Illinois in aid of 
her Central Railroad, at the first session of the last 
Congress. 
ut I inviteattention ta,the grants made to other 
States, a little more in detail. 
There have been granted to the State of Indiana: 
For schools, colleges, &c.... 673,357 acres. 
For internal improvements..1 609,561  ‘* 
For public buildings.......- 2.560 ‘§* 
For swamp lands.........+ 921,682 ** 


Making an aggregate of. ..3,267,460 ‘ 
The grants to Indiana exceed the grants to Ohio 
by nearly 1,000,000 of acres. 
“There have been granted to Illinois— 
For schools, colleges, &c....1,001,795 acres. 
For internal improvements... 500,000 ** 
For public buildings........ noe. 
For swamp lands..........1,833,412 °° 
For Central Railroad.......2,700,000 * 





Making an aggregate of...6,036,767  * 


The quantity granted to the Central Railroad is 
not precisely ascertained. It is set down in the 
official tables at 2,246,400 acres; but these figures 
are certainly much below the real quantity. In 
the debate on the lowa land bill, Senators who | 
sustained the Illinois grant, stated the quantity to | 
be from 2,500,000 to 2,700,000; and I have reason 
to believe the largest quantity is not outside the | 
truth. It appears, then, that the grants to Illinois 
exceed the grants to Ohio by more than 3,700,000 
acres, 

There have been granted to Missouri— 

For schools, colleges, &c. .. .1,222,179 acres. 
For internal improvements... 500,000 ** 
For public buildings........ 2,560 ** 
For swamp lands..........1,517,287  “ 


Making an aggregate of. ..3,244,206 
The grants to Missouri fall short of the grants 
to Illinois by 2,750,000 acres; but exceed the grants 
to Ohio by nearly 1,000,000 of acres, 
There have been granted to lowa— 
For schools, colleges, &c. .... .951,224 acres. 
For internal improvements... .825,078  ‘* 
For public buildings.......... 3,480 * 
For swamp lands........++++ 33,813“ 
Add Des Moines lands claimed, 
BBY vescccsccvcusscecscce MOOun * 


Making an aggregate of...2,713,595  ** 

The grants to Towa, the youngest of the land 
States, exceed the grants to Ohio, the oldest, ex- 
cept Tennessee, nearly 500,000 acres, while they 
fall short of the grants to Illinois by 2,250,000 
acres. 

I will not extend this comparison. I will merely 
add, that Alabama alone, of all the land States, has 
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| not received grants largely exceeding the quantity 
granted to Ohio; that Alabama has received nearly 
as much, and that there remains in that State 
15,426,566 acres undisposed of, of which I, for 
one, am ready to grant her enough, at any time, 
to make her equal, in this respect, to the most fa- 
vored State. I will hand to the reporter a state- 
ment prepared early in this session at the General 
Land Office, at my instance, of the condition of 
the public lands up to the 30th of September last, 
by which any one, so disposed, can test the accu- 
racy of the statements I make.* 


be 





| make no complaint of our sister States. I do 


not regret that they have received much because 
Ohio has received comparatively little. 1 rejoice 
rather in the liberality which has been exhibited 
towards them, and congratulate them on their 
prosperity, promoted and stimulated by the wise 
and just beneficence of the National Government. 
May it increase more and more, and continue for- 
ever. 


In truth, Mr. President, this prosperity, though 


promoted and stimulated, as I have just said, by 
the beneficence of the Government, is due, in a 
far greater measure, to individual energy and indi- 
vidual intelligence, assured of protection in their 
freest and fullest development by the strength of 
our American Union and the spirit of our Ameri- 
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ean institutions, and operating either directly 5 
through voluntary associations and the State Aa 
ernments. Of this great benefit, Ohio has no, 
taken no Jess than her sister States. Uneaneyea 
by external aggression, except for a short peri d 
during the second war with England, undisturbed 
by internal commotion, she has strenuously urged 
her upward way, without pause, for sixty-five 
years. For fifteen years, while a part of the 
Northwestern Territory, she shared the fosterine 
care of the NationalGovernment. Admitted jn;. 
the Union as a sovereign State in 1802, she cheer- 
fully submitted to the condition imposed upon 
her, that the national domain within her limits 
should be reserved to the United States, as prop- 
erty exempt from taxation, to be sold and applied 
in discharge of the national indebtedness, And 
it was not tll the debt of the Revolution had been 
fully paid, and the debt of the war of 1812 had 
been reduced to an inconsiderable amount, that 
Ohio ever applied for any grant of lands in aid of 
any of her works of internal improvement, Up- 
assisted, her people bought their farms, felled the 
forest, built their log cabins, reared their school- 
houses, constructed their churches. Unassisted 
they joined the lake to the river by the Ohio canal, 
and thus completed the first internal waterway 
from the Atlantic ocean to the Gulf of Mexico. 
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| 
Al most ‘ciandlinsly thi 8 sai energetic : and in- ciple; in other words, to give to the State of Ohio I feel rehen disposed to go into the argument at 
sjigent, extended their system of canals, making, | two hundred and sixteen thousand acres of land. once, for this reason: that | consider that we shall 
among others,a sec ond canal from the river to the It is true, sir, that this land has been exposed for establish a precedent to-day, if we pass this bill; 
‘ke; covered the surface of the State with a net- sale for twenty or thirty years at $1 25 per acre; but | that it wll be followed up, and we cannot avoid 
wo rk of turnpikes and railways; improveu their itnever has been otlered for a less price. Now,l it The question comes up under such very pe- 
watercourses; constructed their spe edifices, | should be willing to graduate these lands according || culiar circumstances; the Senator from Ohio is 


i , 


among whic ‘h they point as their chief glory to the | to the term of ye us during which they have been | unfortunately, obliged to Mave the city, which | 
various asylums for those children of sor row, the | in market. I believe that | would even go fur- | regret very much; and he begins by staung his po- 
deaf, the dumb, the blind, and the insane. ther. | would allow the State to come in as pre- sition, endeavors to enlist our sympathies, and 

I say almost unassisted. Ohio alone, of all the || emptor, for | believe that it would be a very de- | calls on us to establish an important principle 
jand States, except ‘Tennessee, received no aid in || sirable thing to terminate the ownership of this without any discussion, These circumstances, 
the construction of her public buildings. Ohio, | land by the Government of the United States; but | which surround us to day, will not be known to 
jess than any other State, except Alabama, and I am afraid of beginning this principle, w hich ap- the next Congress; and the States of Indiana and 
less than Alabama if regard be had to the propor- | pears to be involved in this bill. [llinois may come up, and ask us to act towards 
tion of population or of unsold lands, has partici- The Senator from Ohio admonishes me that he them on the principles which have guided us with 

vated in the grants for internal improvements. || is anxious to obtain a vote on the bill, and | will respect to Ohio; and how shall we be able todeny 
W hile she has received less, she has, asl have | therefore do no more than merely state that Lhave | them? Michigan will, very possibly, come in 
already stated, paid more to the Government and objections—that | cannot vote for the bill as itis, | under very favorable auspices—perhaps the head 
the grantees of the Government than any other || but that | would be willing to dispose of these’ of the Government may come from that State, and 


State. She has, besides, borne her full proportion || lands in the manner | have wdicated. may recommend such a course. Illinois may, 
of the indirect taxation of the tariff, and contrib- The bill was then reported to the Senate, and | perchance, occupy the same position, under the 
utes, at this moment, nearly one tenth of the na- || the several amendments made as in Commitiee of | same auspices. 
tional revenue. the Whole were concurred in. Mr. CHASE. If the Senator will allow me to 
| submit to the Senate that an irresistible case The PRESIDENT. The question is on order- interrupt him for a moment, | will state that the 
has been made out for the grant of the residue of || ing the bill to be engrossed for a third reading. precedent has already been set. It isnow too late 
public lands in Ohio to the State. If anything Mr. HUNTER. [ask the yeas and nays. to require that. The only question is, whether 
were wanting, | might urge, in addition, the pre- ‘The yeas and nays were ordered, the same justice which has been extended to Ten 
cedent of the grant to Tennessee in 1846. Inthat|; Mr. SHIELDS. I desire tosay asingle word, nessee shall be accorded to Ohio? 1 have in my 


year, Congress terminated Federal ownership in || without meaning to delay the action of the Senate hands the act by which the lands were surren 

that State, by the act **to surrender to the State || on this bill. ‘These lands have been so long in || dered to the State of Tennessee some years ago. 

‘of Tennessee all title the United States have to || market thatit isobvious they are mererefuselands, | [t has this title: 

‘Jands in Tennessee, south and west of the line || as has been stated by the Senator from Ohio—the ‘An act to surrender to the State of Tennessee all title 
‘commonly called the Congressional Reservation || refuse of all the lands that have heretofore been | the United States have to lands in ‘Tennessee, south aud 
‘ Line.’’ ‘Indeed the act went further than this. || sold in that State. I recollect very well, when | || West oi the line commonly called the Congressional Reset 

It released to the State the proceeds of lands al- || was at the head of the Land Office, it appeared to vation line. 

ready sold. me that it would be very expensive to the Govern- And the act not only provides for the surrender 

But the case of Ohio is even yet stronger. Had | ment to keep up the necessary machinery merely | of the lands to Tennessee which were within her 
she received as much more than her sister States || for the sale of lands of this kind; and it was felt by || limits, but it goes further, and provides that the 
as she has received less; were there no direct = all that there was a time when a State should have | State of Tennessee may retain the proceeds of the 


cedent as the case of ‘Tennessee to be pleaded; || control of all the lands within its limits. IL will lands already sold. The precedent is already set, 
there would still remain adequate, nay, controlling merely state further, that these lands are of no Mr. DAWSON. I was going on to say, that 
reasons for the grant. use to the General Government, of no profit, of no | the State of Alabama will be presenting her claim 


Sixty-five years have elapsed since the com- || advantage; but, on the contrary, that the Govern- to this particular kind of favor, and probably un- 
mencement of the sales of public Jands within the | ment will have to kee pup this machine ary at great der the same auspices. But lam called upon at 
limits of Ohio—more than the period of two gen- expense, without any prospect of these lands being once to see the influence of a precedent already 


erauonsofmen. Theunsold residue has probably | sold even so as to pay expenses. I trust, there- made, under circumstances quite different. The 
been in market for the average period of a quarter || fore, that there will be no opposition to this bill. | Senator from Ohio will understand, that the lands 
of a century. It does not, indeed, deserve the Mr. DAVIS. I would like to ‘know of the | in Tennessee were reduced to twenty-five cents 


name of residue. It is amere residuum. It very Senator from Ohio, if he has it in his power to per acre, before the release was made to that 
little exceeds in quantity two hundred thousand || answer the question, what the sales of these lands State; and it was said they could not be sold for 


acres. It is less than one hundredth part the ori- | have been during the last year and the preceding twelve and a half cents per acre. Those lands 
ginal domain. The cost to the General Govern- || year, within the State of Ohio? were given to Tennessee for purposes of educa- 
ment, of the land office in the State, during the Mr. CHASE. I cannot state precisely what tion within the State, and not given to the State, 
lust year, exceeded $5,000; and now that land || the amount is. I know that the expenses of the || except for the prescribed purpose. 

warrants have been made assignable and receiv- || two land offices within the State of Ohio were Have we not asked this body already to give to 


able for all lands, and must, therefore, hereafter | $5,000 for the past year; the amount of land sold | the various States of the Union a very small por- 
constitute the chief, if not the sole currency in || last year, | suppose to be of slightimpertance. No tion, a few thousand acres, of the public domain 
which payments will be made for the public do- || inference can be made from it as to the amount | for purposes of education and internal improve- 
main, it 18 not probable that the receipts at these || likely to be sold next year. The Senator knows | ment? and yetit is denied, while it is proposed 
offices will defray their cost. Theunsold residue, | we have made land warrants assignable, and that that the State of Ohio shall take this land; and 
therefore, however valuable it may be to theState, | they will be received in payment for public lands — they refuse to let it lie in market another year, to 
is not worth keeping to the Government. hereafter. My opinion is, that the sales for the — see if it can be sold for fifty cents per acre. If it 

Besides, no statesman who has ever discussed |, next year will not pay the expenses. The Sen- is not disposed of in five years, | would be will- 
the subject of the public domain has ever suggest- || ator from L[llinois [Mr. Sureps}] was on the com- _ ing to let it goto the State. No,sir; the object is 
ed that the United States shall hold on to the lands || mittee which reported this bill, and has given it | to establish a precedent now, to lay down a posi- 
with unrelaxing gripe, until the sale of the last | his examination. tion in which all the new States will combine to 
acre and the payment of the last dollar and a quar- Mr. DAWSON. I wish to state one or two | take all these lands. Hence it is that I cannot 
ter. On the contrary, all have concurred in the || reasons why I cannot vote for this bill. In the | lend my aid to such a proceeding. I think it is 
opinion, that at the proper time the land States | first place, we are now about to establish a prece- unjust on the part of the new States to make such 
should be relieved from the disparagement of their || dent, that will be followed by all the other States || a demand on the old States; for it is, I think, vio- 
proper sovereignty by national ownership of un- || that have a public domain within their limits; and |, lating the rights of the old States, which we ought 
taxed and untaxable lands within their limits, by |) it is at once settling the question of the graduation || not to allow, if we can prevent it. But out of 
cessions of the unsold residue. [t was the opinion || of the price of the public lands. We are deter- | respect to the feelings of the Senator from Ohio, 
of a distinguished Senator from Missouri, notnow | mining not to reduce the price below $1 25 per | 1 will say no more on the subject. 


a member of this body, [Mr. Benron,] that these acre, and that all the lands which cannot be sold Mr. DAVIS. Ido not feel quite prepared to vote 
cessions should in all cases be made upon the re- || at that price, shall be given to the several Statesin | for this bill without a little more information on 
duction of the quantity in any State to 500,000 || which they lie. the point which I suggested. My inquiry js, as 
acres, I concur in thisopinion. Indeed I should Now, my position is this: If the public lands || these landsare represented by the Senator from 


be better pleased with an earliertermination of Fed- | belong to the State, the proceeds go into the | Illinois, and the Senator from Ohio, to be refuse 
eral ownership. But, whatever may be thought Treasury; ; and, if not worth $1 25 per acre,-put | lands, and of no value, what have been the prac- 
as to the proper time, no one will question the pro- || them down to fifty cents an acre, and let that go | tical operations of the Government for some time 
priety of such a cession at some time, and no one || into the Treasury. It is but fair and right. I | past, in regard to sales in the State of Ohio? That 
will doubt, [ think, that in the case of Ohio, at || prefera system of graduation to this system decid- | seems to me to bea pertinent matter to be under- 
least, that time has come. edly; for I am confident that, if we establish this | stood, prior to voting for this bill. I am not pre- 

I forbear to enlarge upon these considerations. || precedent to-day, it will be followed, year after | pared to turn to doc mane to show the facts 
I know the desire of the Senate to proceed to other | year, in all those States that have pub lic lands, | up to the present time; but I have been able to 
business, and I cheerfully submit this case of Ohio, || until the remnant of the lands go to those States. cast my eye on a document lying here, and I find 
believing it to be impregnable, to the liberality, to And | submit now, whether it is not better to have | that on the first of January, 1849, there were rising 
the wisdom, and, above all, to the justice of my || some general regulation by which all these rem- of eight hundred thousand acres of land unsold in 
fellow Senators. nants of land may be disposed of? I am willing | the State of Ohio. I understand the honorable 

Mr. HUNTER. It is not so much the amount | to vote that they should be placed at fifty cents in | Senator from Ohio to oo that there are two hun- 
a es to be given by ceding these lands to the | the State of Ohio, and that, in the language of the || dred thousand acres remaining. From this it ap- 

tate of Ohio to which I object, as that it seems to Senator from Virginia, the State should have the pears that there have been large sales within these 
me that the bill proposes to establish a new prin- || right of preémption. | few years, and I shall be glad to know what has 
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been the progress during the last year, in order day, from our amendment to the House resolution, 


that | may be able to judge whether these are re- 
fuse lands or not; or whether there is any demand 
for them. If these lands are of no value, as has 
been stated, then j 
similar to that of the State of Tennessee, and | 
will vote to give the State of Ohio these lands— 
such state of things being made out; but I have a 
strong impression upon my mind that that state of 
things does not exist in Ohio, and I am not pre- 
pared to vote for the bill till [know precisely what 
is the state of the facts. 

The question was then taken on ordering the 
hill to be engrossed for a third reading, and re- 
sulted—yeas 28, nays 13; as follows: 

Y EAS— Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Boriand, Cass, Chase, 
Clemens, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Towa, Douglas, 
Downs, eleh, Geyer, Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, James, Jones 
of lowa, King, Mallory, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Shields, 
Smith, Stockton, Sumner, Wade, and Walker—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Berrien, Bradbury, Brodhead, 
Clarke, Davis, Dawson, Hunter, Mangum, Norris, Spru- 
anee, Underwood, and Upham—13. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading 


| 


that it was an abandonment, or, rather, a final re- 
jection, of the claims that these laborers have put 


| up—very properly, I think—for this compensa- 


1 think you make out acase | tion; but if t 


! 


ere is a chance to give them any 
relief, | think that an effort ought to be made, and 
that there is no better time for it than now. Iam 
unwilling that they should be kept any longer in 
suspense. If we mean to recognize their claims 
at all--as we all fully understand the question, and 
as there is no necessity for any further debate— 
I cannot conceive why we should not proceed at 
once, at least to relieve them from suspense. 

Mr. BADGER. I am in favor of this joint res- 
olution, but 1 hope that it will not be taken up 
now. 

Mr. HALE. Then it will never be taken up. 

Mr. BADGER. It will give rise to debate, and 


| do injustice to the honorable Senator from Mich- 
|igan, [Mr. Fevcn,} who is entitled to the floor, 
| and should be permitted to go on with his remarks 


COMPENSATION TO WORKMEN, 1} 


Mr. HALE, 


I move to suspend all previous || 


orders, with a view to take up a resolution which || 


i offered yesterday, providing for the payment of 
the workmen employed on the wings of the Cap- 
itol. 

Several Senators. No! no! no! no! 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I should like to 
know who has the floor? If I have it, I desire to | 
be heard, and I wish that other gentlemen would 
be kind enough to wait until I get through. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from New 
ifampshire is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HALE. I merely wish to say, that if the 
Senate will indulge me by taking up this resolu- 
tion, | have an amendment prepared which I think 
will meet with the concurrence of most Senators. 
It was suggested to me by the architect of the 
Capitol, and involves but a small sum, not ex- 
ceeding $12,000, which will de justice to the work- 
men. If Senators will agree to take it up, I prom- 
ise them not to occupy any time upon it at all, but 
will only ask that we proceed at once to take a 
vote. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. It will not pass without 
discussion. It will take up time. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope we shall proceed with 
the regular order of business. 1 have been ready, 
since Monday last, to call up the deficiency bill, 
and there is a pressing necessity that it should be 
called up; but | give way to the honorable Senator 
from Michigan, |Mr. Fevcu,] who is half through 
with a speech which he has commenced, and is 
entitled to the floor. Unless he is permitted to go 
on to-day, we shall be unable to get up the defi- 


to-day. 


Mr. CASS. I shall vote for the resolution, if 


| its being taken up does not prevent my colleague 


[Mr. Fevcnu] from going on with his speech. If 
it occupies the time of the Senate, so as to prevent 
him from going on, I shall vote against it. He is 
entitled to the floor by every rule of courtesy, and 


| should be allowed to proceed. 


Mr. HALE. I understood that the Senator 
from Michigan would not occupy the time of the 
Senate for more than an hour. If this resolution 
is taken up and occupies more than an hour I will 


| myself move to lay it on the table. 


Mr. CASS. It will then be too late in the day. 
No person wants to commence a speech at almost 
three o’clock. The Senator from New Hampshire 


j . . . 
| Is meting out to my colleague a measure which he 


| day, in opposition to the bill, 


would not like to receive himself. 

Mr. HALE. 
difficult for me to obtain the floor that | despair of 
ever getting itagain. [Laughter.] 

FRENCH 

Mr. BADGER. I move to postpone all pre- 
vious special orders, with the view to take up the 
French spoliation bill. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate ac- 
cordingly resumed the consideration of the bill to 
provide for the ascertainment and satisfaction of 
the claims of American citizens for spoliations 
committed by the French prior to 1800. 

Mr. FELCH spoke for over an hour and a half 
in continuation of his speech commenced on Mon- 
His remarks will 


SPOLIATIONS. 


be published hereafter. | 


Mr. DOWNS. I desire to have an Executive 
session, and | move therefore to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill until to-morrow. In 
making this motion, I will state that | have no dis- 


ciency bill to-morrow, as he will not have had an || position to address the Senate upon the subject. 


opportunity to conclude his remarks. 
Mr. RUSK. I shall vote against taking up the 
resolution proposed by the Senator from New 


the unfinished business which is before us. 1 
voted yesterday against receding from the amend- 
ment adopted in the Senate, in order to avoid 
further discussion; and if [ am not mistaken, the 
Senator from New Hampshire voted to recede. 


Mr. HALE. TheSenator is mistaken; I voted 
against it. 


Mr. RUSK. I saw then what would be the 
difficulty if we abandoned it, that it would be a 
fruitful source of further discussion. I hope that 
hereafter, when we have any matter before us 
which we can dispose of without splitting it in 
two, we shall vote against everything of that kind. 

Mr. HALE. I consider that this proposition 
will fail, unless it is taken up now. 
are determined not todo anything on the subject, 
they will refuse to consider this resolution at this 
time; otherwise | hope they will take it up. I ask 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HUNTER. IT would inquire if a majority 
can suspend the regular order, or whether the 
rules of the Senate do not require unanimous con- 
sent? 

The PRESIDENT. It requires only the vote 
of a majority, and not the unanimous consent, to 
take up any order. 


Mr. BORLAND. I hope that the Senate will 


Mr. CLARKE. 


I wish the honorable Senator 


would waive that motion for a moment, and allow | 


) | me to ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to 
Hampshire now, for | trust we shall go on with present a memorial. 


| and leave this bill in its present position. 


sion. 


; 
| 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. 
temporarily occupying ‘he chair.) The subject 
before the Senate must first be disposed of. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I hope the honorable Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island will withdraw that request, 
He can 
present his memorial to-morrow, in the morning 
hour. 

Mr. CLARKE. That will make no difference 
as to the disposition of this subject. 

Mr. BRADBURY. It will be no longer the 
order of the day. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 hope the bill will be dis- 


posed of, for to-morrow I shall ask the Senate to 


If Senators || take up the deficiency bill. 


Mr. DOWNS. I wish to get an Executive ses- 
If itean be obtained without a postpone- 
ment of this bill, [ would take that mode. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. This subject 
must be disposed of. : 

The motion to postpone was vot agreed to. 

Mr. BRADBURY. The honorable Senator 
from North Carolina made an appeal to me that 
he may be permitted to occupy the floor for a few 


| moments, on a matter personal to himself, with- 


out any postponement of the subject. By general 
consent, | hope that privilege wi!l be accorded to 


take up the measure of the Senator from New ,, the honorable Senator. 


Hampshire. I feared when we receded, yester- 


Mr. MANGUM. 








I withdraw it, although it is so 


Hae | 


I made the application re- | 








A pril 14, 


ferred to by the honorable Senator from Main 
I did desire, that by the courtesy of the Senat i 
would extend to me the privilege of being 
for some ten or fifteen minutes, upon Phy 
which might be dove-tailed in as a sort of 
thesis in the discussion of the French Spoliation 
bill. But itis a matter that pertains more I 
ticularly to myself; and it is asking a very 
favor of this body for one so very humble to be 
allowed that length of time. I hope that in ¢), 
morning the Senate will have the courtesy to ex 
tend to me the favor of occupying its attention. | 
believe this is the first time in my life, after a ger- 
vice of many years, that I have asked such a fa. 
vor. 

Mr.ADAMS. Will the Senator proceed now: 

Mr. MANGUM. I would prefer to go on to. 
morrow morning; and, therefore, I move that the 
Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate ad. 
journed. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wepnespay, pril 14, 1852. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Rev. L. F. Morean. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER. The first business in ordey 
is the report of the Committee on Printing, upon 
which the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. 

I desire the unanimous consent 


Brown] has the floor. 

Mr. SIBLEY. 
of the House to introduce a resolution, which | 
ask may be read for information. 

It was read by the Clerk, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency—first, of reporting 
a bill to allow the settlers on the public lands in Minnesota 
Territory, who have settled on school sections previous to 
the survey, to enter such lands upon payment of the mini- 
mum price; and secondly, of permitting the Territory 
aforesaid to select other lands, of equal value, in lieu 
thereof. 

There was no objection, and the resolution was 
received and adopted. 

THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 

Mr. FLORENCE. If my friend from Missis- 
sippi, [Mr. Brown,} who is entitled to the floor, 
will permit me to place the resolution [ had the 
honor to offer yesterday ina better position before 
the House, | will be very much obliged to him. 

Mr. BROWN. Ido not know what the gen- 
tleman wants. 

Mr. FLORENCE. | will inform the gentleman. 
I offered yesterday, during the confusion, a reso- 
lution. It now appears by the rules of the House 
that a joint resolution was necessary 

Mr. BROWN. Before the gentleman pro- 
gresses with his resolution, I desire to inquire of 
the Speaker how much time I have left? 

| TheSPEAKER. The Chair understands from 
the gentleman who occupied the chair when the 
House adjourned, that the gentleman has twenty 
minutes. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I wiil occupy but a minute 
of the gentleman’s time. 
| Mr. BROWN. Ihope the gentleman will be 
as brief as possible. 

Mr. FLORENCE. That joint resolution, of- 
fered amidst the confusion of the debate yesterday , 
was not read, as the rule requires, a first and sec- 
ond time, and it is a matter of doubt whether it is 
properly before the House. I now desire to with- 
draw that resolution. It willleave the proposiuon 
to print before the House, and the gentleman from 
Mississippi [Mr. Brown] occupies the floor upon 
that motion. I will then move to recommit the 
| report to the Committee on Printing, with instruc- 
tions to report the following bill, which I ask to 
have read. 

Mr. BROWN. I cannot spare the time for 
reading all those papers. 

Mr. HAVEN. I rise to a privileged question. 
Not, however, to occtipy the gentleman’s time. 

Since 1 have taken my seat this morning my &t- 
tention has been called to a report of the remarks 
which I made yesterday, which | now desire to 
put right, as it may i some injustice to Mr. 
Towers and Mr. Rives. Iam reported as say- 
ing: 

“The next was by Mr. Towers. As I understood, Mr. 
Rives told me that Mr. Towers would not be able to per- 


form the work without some aid; that he could make noth 
ing out of itif he took it at his bid, but that he would be 
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1852. 


willing to aid him in reference to that; and, as L under 
and him, his {Mr. Rives] bid was the next lowest.” 


There is a slight inaccuracy in this. I learn 

from Mr. Towers that his bid for this fourth class of 
printin ¢, which includes these extra numbers, was 

a better bid for the bidder than that of Mr. Rives; 
that is, it was notso low as Mr, Rives’s bid. Mr. 
Towers informs me that his was a fair business 

‘d, at a low price, but upon which he could make 
something. I have made this explanation at the 
request ot these gentlemen. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I wish to submit my bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understsood the 
eentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Florence] to 
withdraw his resolution of yesterday, and to sig- 
nify his purpose to offer another one. 

Mr. FLORENCE. That will answer. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. Before I enter 
upon the subjec t which was under consideration at 
the time of adjournment yesterday, I desire to cor- 

rect an impression whic h L ascertain to have made 
a lodgement upon the minds of some gentlemen, 
whose opinion I prize very highly. And that is, 
that I have been actuated in my course by some 
feeling of personal hostility to the parties engaged 
by the committee to execute the public printing. 1 
desire to say, once for all, that I distinctly disavow 
any such feeling. My personal relations with all 
the gentlemen, (or with all of them that 1 know,) 
are of a friendly character, and [ know of no rea- 
son why they should not so continue. Iowe them 
no thanks for past favors, and no grudge for past 
injuries. Occupy ing such a position, | can deal 
out to each one, and to all of them, equal and 
exact justic e. 

It seems to me, that in the action of the commit- 
tee upon this subject of printing, there has been 
no bona fide effort to emply any one to execute the 
work, except Donelson & Armstrong. With the 
majority of the committee on the part of the House 
of Representatives, this appears clearly to have 
been the case. It seems that no other establish- 
ment was thought of, in connection with this print- 
ing, or was treated as worthy to receive it, except 
the Union establishment. With the majority, it 
was Donelson & Armstrong at the beginning—it 
was Donelson& Armstrong through its w hole | pro- 
gress—it was Donelson & Armstrong at the con- 
clusion. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, (interrupting. ) 
Will the gentleman. from Mississippi allow me to 

say a word? 

Mr. BROWN. 
to be corrected 
Mr. STANTON. The remark the gentleman 
has just made does notapply tome. I attempted, 
at an early part of this struggle, to get this work 
ware out to Donelson & Armstrong and John 
. Towers, and offered a resolution to that effect. 
I did so for this reason: because there was a ne- 
cessity, at the time, of doing something. I thought 
those gentlemen were prepared to do the work, 
and I proposed to the committee to give to them 
such work as the public printer could not, or 

would not, do. 

Mr. BROWN. Still I find, from the explana- 
tion of my friend from Kentucky, [Mr. Stanton, ] 
that he insisted upon having Donelson & Arm- 
strong in the contract somewhere. Now, sir, 
while these gentlemen [Messrs. Stanton and 
Gorman] were indulging their predilections for 
their friends, it seems they never thought of in- 
dulging other gentlemen to thesame extent. They, 
it seems, had their likes for Donelson & Arm- 
strong, and their dislikes for other printers and 
editors, and it was all right that they should in- 
dulge them. But if other people indulge their 
likes and dislikes, then these gentlemen think it is 
all wrong. They think it very odd that other 
gentlemen should refuse to give up their opposition 
to Donelson & Armstrong; but they seem at no 
time to have been willing to yield their position in 
favor of these gentlemen. hese facts being true, 
I say there does not seem to have been a bona fide 
sinala purpose of procuriig the public work to be 
done i in the speediest manner, and by those who 
would do it the cheapest and best. But there 
seems to have been but one purpose, running 
throughout the whole proceedings, from the be- 
ginning to the end, and that was to favor the 
poets establishment of Donelson & Armstrong. 

hat I object to. I do not object to those partic- 
ular individuals. What I object to is this: that 

the committee did not go to work in good faith to 


If lam at all mistaken, I want 
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obtain the printing s upon the best terms, but that 
they made the public interest secondary to the 
private interest of the Union establishment. Their 
position appears to have been, that unless Donel- 
son & Armstrong could be included in the contract, 
they would make no contract. 
ment, was wrong. Why not contract with other 
| parties, if they would do the work as speedily and 
as cheaply ? 
beginning to the end, insist, without special refer- 
ence to the speedy completion of the work, that 
this particular establishment should be included in 
whatever contract was made? 
| the committee to have given the contractor every 
reasonable indulgence, and if he-failed or refused 
to do the work, to have reported that failure to 
Congress; and if they put the work in other 
| hands they ought to have employed the man who 
would do it the quickest, cheapest and best. 


This, in my judg- 


Why did the committee, from the 


It was the duty of 


The honorable gentleman, the chairman of that 


committee, [Mr. Gorman,] in the course of a col- 
loquy yesterday, endeavored to impress upon the 
minds of this House, and so far as his printed 
speech could do it, upon the minds of the country, 
that there was something like an understanding 
between rentlemen entertaining extreme views; or, 
in other words, 
ern ultras and Northern Free-Soilers. 
tion was more than once made in the progress of 
the debate that there was something like a coalition 
between these extremes, and that by agreement 
they were acting in concert upon this question. 
No such thing is true of me. 
insinuation, come from what quarter it may. I 
act here solely and alone, upon my own responsi- 
bility, never asking, never inquiring, and never 

caring whether any other man North or South is 
or is not acting with me. 


between what is called the South- 
An intima- 


I repudiate any such 


The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Gorman] 


intimates that he will expose these understand- 
ings. For me, he is quite at liberty to begin. 
But before he puts my friends or myself on trial, 
I would advise him to try his hs ind on his asso- 
ciate, the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr.8 STAN- 
TON.| 
shall expect to hear him say, ‘* Richarp Stanton, 
slaveholder and pro-slavery Democratic Represent- 
ative from the slaveholding State o 
stand up and and answer to this asin by what 
warrant you were found in an unholy coalition 
with Truman Smiru, Free-Soiler and Abolition 
Whig Senator from Connecticut, 
the public printing between the Union and the Re- 
public ?”’ 
should watch its progress with great interest. 
Let the gentleman settle accounts like this be- 
tween his colleagues on the committee before he 
charges coalition upon others. 
no account taken of coalitionists like theirs. But 
if persons occupy ing such extreme positions as the 
gentleman from Massachusetts and myself are 
found opposing a bargain made by others holding 
quite as extreme positions as we do, we hear a 
great outcry about Coalition ! 
bargain was made by a coalition, it may be op- 
posed in the same way. 
wrong in the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
Sranton] and Truman Smirn acting together in 
making the bargain, there can be nothing wrong 
in the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Ran- 
Trout] and myself acting together in opposing it. 
If | am found acting with gentlemen entertaining 
extreme views against the contract, it will be found 
that it was made by gentlemen holding opinions 
just as extreme. 


He is a capital subject to practice on. | 


f Kentucky, 


voting to divide 


It would be an interesting trial, and I 


It seems there is 


If the 


Coalition ! 


If there was nothing 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, (interrupting.) 


If the gentleman from Mississippi will allow me, 


I will tell him the result. Wesucceeded in brine- 


ing over a Connecticut Whig Senator and Aboli- 


tionist to the support of a compromise press. 
Mr. BROWN. Yes, sir;-and when he came 


over he brought with him a Whig paper which 


has heaped more abuse upon the Democratic ma- 


jority of this House than all the presses from 


Maine to Louisiana. Its columns teem from day 
to day with abuse of members of this House 
whose Democracy has never been questioned— 
Northern men and Southern men. When you 
talk about your Free-Soil ally from the North go- 
ing for a compromise press, let me remind you, 
that hecarried you over to the Whig press, and that 
one, the most vindictive of them all. The country 
will inquire how this was brought about; how, 
with an overwhelming Democratic majority in this 


1069 


, and an equally effective Democratic ma 
jority in the Senate, you have not been able to 
choose a Democratic printer? Why it was that the 
Republic was fastened upon us? Why has this 
coalition been formed? These are the questions 
that will be asked. And the answer will be, that 
Donelson & Armstrong might be provided for. 
That is the whole secret of the matter—that is the 
nest in which the coalition was hatched. 

Mr. POLK, (interrupting.) Will the gentle 
man from Mississippi allow me 
question to him? 

Mr. BROWN. Simply a question. 

Mr. I OLK. Will you vo te to elect the com 
promise Union press to be public printer? 

Mr. BROWN. I will not vote to elect any 
newspaper editor public printer. I said so ye 
terday. 

Mr. KING. Irisetoa question of order 

Mr. POLK. I see the coalition is now formed 
The gentleman from New York, [Mr. Kine,]} 9 
Free-Soiler, says I am out of order. [Laughter.} 

Mr. BROWN. I beg not to be inte rrupted by 
a side-bar colloquy. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the 
gentleman from Mississippi to yield the floor to 
the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, Mr. Poik.] 

Mr. BROWN. lIdid for a question, but nat 


for a colloquy. Now, let us see, sir, to what 


propound a 


Strange reasons ventler men of this committee are 
driven in justification of their course. The hon 
orable gentleman who sits before mé (Mr Haven] 
says that he objected to Mr. 
work, he already had a large and important job 
from the Government. Hlow many important and 
profitable jobs has the Republic ‘under the Gov 
ernment? Who does not know that the Re pul lie 
newspaper is fattened and made sleek by the pap 
it receives from the Executive Departments? Ail 
this the gentleman takes no accountof, lt was 
his sow that was drinking the swill, and he never 
thought it worth his while to charge it. 

If this printing had to be divided out, why was 


Rives’s doing this 


not mere justice observed in the division Why 
should the committee have confined themselves 
exclusively to the Union and Republic? Why 


take two ne wspapers, oct Upy ing extreme posi- 
tions, and turn all others out? Why not take in 
the ‘old fogies’’ of the Intelligencer Why 
were they, like Nebuchadnezzar, turned out to 
grass? 1 do not see any reason why they should 
not have had ashare. They are for the compro- 
mise. Was it because they had not been peculiarly 
abusive of the Democratic party, and of the Demo 
cratic members of this House? 
sir, if I had to elect between Donelson & Arm 
strong and the Intelligencer, on the one hand, anc 
Donelson & Armstrong and the Republic, on th 
other, | would take the Intelligencer by large odds 
I ask the attention of those ventlemen to what 
I am about to say. Whats are we to understa nd by 
this procedure? My friend from Indiana, | Mr. 
GORMAN,] on yesterday, when he came to allude 
to the Southern Press, to which he evidently thought 
I was much attac hed. and in whose service I was la- 
boring, (and in all of which he was very much mis- 
taken,) became almost frantic. His manner was 
excited, and he became a little denunciatory for 
» gentleman of hisamiable temper. [{Lauglhiter.} 
Why was this? Why was it thought necessary 
thus to denounce the Southern Press. ‘That pi 
per, as is well known, reflects the sentiments of 
a large number of the Southern Democrats. Ar 
we to understand in its exclusion, and the bitter 
denunciations which follow the mention of its 
name, that such portion of the Democracy as sym 
pathize in the sentiments uttered through its col- 
umns, are also to be proscribed, excluded, and 
denounced? Is this what we are to understand 
And if we are, where is this proscription to stop? 
If Southern Democrats, who sympathize with the 
sentiments uttered through the columns of the 
Southern Press, are to be proscribed before the 
election, what is to be their position after the elec- 
tion? Theseare matters, sir, to be reflected upon. 
Now, I am free to say to you, Mr. Speaker, to 
the Howee, and to the country, that my vote and 
my course in the presidential canvass, are not to 
be controlled by your action upon this subjece, 
But I am not authorized to say that your action 
may not control the votes of hundreds and thou 
sands of others inthe South. If you shall indicate 
to them, that because certain newspapers and gen 
tlemen have defended what they believe to be the 


! must confess 




























































































rights of the Southern States, they are therefore 
to be proscribed, they will probably feel it to be 
due to their own dignity and self-respect to pro- 
seribe you in return. Lightly as gentlemen may 
think of it, this view of the subject may be found 
worthy of consideration. There are in the States 
of Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi alone, one 
hundred thousand State-Rights men. Proscribe 
them, proseribe the organ that more nearly than 
any other in this city reflects their views, and do 
it because of those views, and I tell you, [ will 
not be accountable for the manner in which they 
will dispose of their votes. ‘hey may not ask 
favors at your hands for themselves or for any 
one else, but they may feel it to be due to their 
own self respect to resent an insult—to resent pro- 
scription, | will not undertake to say what they 
will do. I am not authorized, as I have said be- 

fore, to state what their future action will be; but I 

do feel authorized, in a friendly way, to say that 

you should be cautious how you act. You may 
endanger the success of your presidential cansidate. 

You may endanger a matter infinitely more impor- 

tant to me than the public printing. You may en- 

danger the patronage of the President, and the distri- 
bauuon of the $50,000,000. A little caution anda 
little good temper, properly exercised,and a slight 
sprinkle of justice and common sense, may save 

a deal of trouble by and by. It is one thing to 

give up that which is ones due voluntarily, and it 

is another thing to have it snatched away, and 
that in so rude a manner as to give offense. [ re- 
peat again that | do not want any part of this 
prs for any friend of mine on earth. But 

should not like to be told that certain parties 
could not have it because they were my friends. 

And I think it likely this may be the feeling of a 

great many Southern people. 

I do not care, sir, to pursue this discussion. I 
have said about all that I care to say, and if I go 
further, I may say that which had better be left 
unsaid. The concluding portion of my remarks, 
I throw out only as a friendly warning to my 
political brethren here. They can receive them in 
a friendly spiritornot. Twantitto be understood, 
and it is all T have to say, that when proscription 
commences for opinion’s sake, there can be pro- 
scription upon one side as well as upon the other. 
1 offer the following resolution. It is not my 
own, and does not fully meet my approbation. 
A friend has handed it to me, with a request that 
1 should offer it. I do so in compliance with his 
request: 

‘© Resolved, That the report of the Committee on Print 
ing be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, with in 
structions te report upon the whole subject, and to recom 
mend for the adoption of Congress such a system for the 
execution of the public printing as they may deem most 
expedient, and that they especially take into consideration 
the plan for a printing bureau, for the execution of the work 
under the supervision of a Government officer.” 

Mr. BROWN. The Judiciary Committee had 
been selected, because in taking this contract, if it 
must be taken, out of the hands of Hamilton, and 
disposing of it otherwise, legal questions must 
necessarily arise, which it will be better to have 
passed upon by the Judiciary Committee than any 
other. I have done, sir. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move to amend the in- 
structions by adding thereto the words, ** and that 
they especially take into consideration the follow- 
ing-plan for a printing office:”” 

A BLLL toestablish a publie printing office, and to provide 
for the appointinent of a superintendent of public print 
ing 
Re it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
‘That there shall be appointed by the President, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, a superintendent ot 
the public printing, 
education and expenence in the business of printing, the 
term of whose office shall be four years, unless sooner re- 
moved by the President, or by joint resolution of the Senate 
and House of Representatives ; who shall receive an annual 
compensation for his services of $3,000, and give bond to 
tre United States in the sum of $10,000, with sufficient 
sureties, to be approved by the Secretary of the Interior, for 
the faithiul per.ormance of the duties of his office. 

Sec. 2. dad he it further enacted, That the said super 
intendent shall take charge of and be responsible for all 
original or other matter directed by the proper authority to 
be printed, and cause the same to be promptly executed, as 
required, and shall return it in good order to the officer 
from whom it was received, as may be requ.red by such 
officer: and it shall be his duty to purchase of A. Boyd 
Hauiulton, for the United States, his printing establishment 
in the city of Washington, now used by him as the public 
printer, at such price and upon such terms as they may 
agree ; such agreement to be approved by the Secretary of 

the Interior, not exceeding $ ; and also to purchase 
Jor the United States, as the same may be required, at the 


| usual and at reasonable prices, such presses, type, and other 
| printing materials as may be necessary for the execution of 
| @il th 


} inay be 


| ter 
been appoited; and uf at any time he shall become so | 
| interested, the said office shail thereupon become vacant, 
| and the person so offending shail be incapable of holding 


who shall be a practical printer, of 
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| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


printing required at the seat of Goveramenut, by or 
lor the use oj either ul ihe Executive Deparuneuts of Gov- 
ernment, or by either Or botit Houses of Congtess; to em- 
ploy, at the usual and proper wages, such turemen, com- 
positors, pressinen, prool-readers, and other persous, as he 
shail deew indispeusably necessary lor the accurate, speedy, 
ecouulical, and fusuiiul execuuon of the public printing, 
aud to discharge either Of Ue tor mecompeteucy or other 
sullicient cause, to be stated by him ou the records of the 
office ; to purchase by coutracl, ailer due notice tor sealed 
proposals, of the lowest aud best. bidder, and according to 
the quality of the samples to be exhibited by him, all such 


| paper as may be necessary for said printing ; aud to render 


an account annually to each House of Cougress, (or oftener 
it required by either House,) of aii his expenditures fur the 
purpuces aoresaid. 

bec. 3 wud be it further enacted, ‘That it shall also 
be the duty of the said superintendent to pay, on the first 
day of every mouth, all bulls for the purchase of materials 
ior the use vi the said oflice, and all wages due to the per 
sons employed in aud about said establishment tor thetr 
labor during the preceding week ; and tor that purpose he 
shall be authorized to draw mouthly from the ‘l'reasury of 
we United States all such sums of money as may be re- 
qutred tueretor, lo be ascertained by a statement thereot to 
be made by hin, aud presented to and approved by the Sec- 
relary of Wwe Lnterior; and On such approval he shall ve 
authorized to receive the said sum trom the ‘Treasury. 

Bec. 4. And be it further enacted, ‘That tie said super- 
litendent shall appoiut a pracucal bookbunder, possessing a 
thorough Knowiedge of the business, who siall receive 
@1,000 a year for his services. And the said bookbinder 


| may, Wilh the approbation of the superintendent, employ 


such bookbinders and Olber persons as may be iidispensa- 
biy necessary to a neat, prompt, aud econumical execution 
ol Ube iolding, stitching, and viding, that may be directed 
by law, or by the order of either House of Congress, or be 
necessary-to secure together te several sheets of which a 


| ducuient tuay Cousist; tie Wages of such bookbinders and 
| Other persous to be regulated by those paid tor similar ser- 


vices im other binderies in the United States, and be paid 


by the said superiutendent; and the said superintendent | 


sbail have the power to discharge the said binders and other 
persons Whenever the public interest shail require, and le 


sliall purchase all the materials required tor said binding in | 


the sauic 
Clidse ot 


iiduner as ts heretubetore directed tor the pur 
paper. 

sec. 5. wind he it further enacted, That all printing 
directed by law, or by either of the Executive Departineits 
oi the General Government tn pursuance of law, or such as 
hecessary lo the execution of law, and all other 
pruiting directed by the Senate or House of Represent- 
alives. vr both, and aj! folding, stitching, and binding re- 
quired tor the same, or directed by law, suiall be executed at 
tue said public printing office, aud im the manner required; 
but no private printing or buidiug ol any description what 
svever, or lor any person Or persvus Whomsoever, shall be 
received at or executed in the said oihce ; aud any inirac- 


| On Of Lis proliibition, by auy person belouging to either of 
| said offices, shall be deemed aud acted upon as a good cause 


for the removal of such person so offending trom public 


| employment. 


pec. 6. vind be it further enacted, That for the regula- 
uou aud governmentui the persous, business, expenditures, 
and every other object Or matter Conuected with the said 
public printing olfice, rules shall be prepared by the said 
superiutendenut, tie Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk-oi 
the Llouse oi Representauves, which, Wheu coutirmed and 


| approved by the Couuuitiees on Printing of both Houses of 
} Congress, shail be binding, and sliall be observed and en- || 


torced by the said supenutendent. 
bec. 4. wind be iu further enucled, That the resolution 
enuitied * Jott resoluuun directing tie manner of procuring 


| the printing for the two Houses o. Congress,’’ approved 


August J, Lodi, shall be and the same is hereby rescinded. 
Dec. 3S. wind be U further enacied, ‘That the said super 


inteudent shall not be the editor, proprietor, or publisher of 
| any hewspaper, pampliet, magazine, periodical or printed 


paper of any sort, nor in any way concerned or interested 
Werein, or connected therewith. He shall only employ in 


| said offices skilliul, practical, industrious, and sober work- 


men, lo be selected by bin on his Own responsibility, with 
a View to their qualiucatious Only ; and the said superin- 


| tendent, before entering upon the duties of his office, shail 


take an oath before a judge of the circuit court of the Dis- 


} trict of Columbia, Which oath shail be filed in said court, 
| that lie is tu nO Way luterested in auy such newspaper, 


nagazine, or periodical aivresaid, and will not become in 
ssted therein during the term tor which he shall have 


the said office thereaiter; aud if it shall appear that he was 


| sO interested, either at the time of his appointment, or at 


auy time thereaiter, he shall be prosecuted before the said 

court, and On Couviclion, punished tor willlul perjury. 
sec. ¥. dnd be it further enacted, ‘That the Committee 

on Printing, Whenever the public printer fails to do any 


| priuting ordered by the House according to his contract, be 
| sustructed to advertise, tor ten days, for proposals to print 
| each order in the manner prescribed by the printing con- || 
tract, and to award the printing ef each order of the House | 
| to the lowest responsible bidder. 


The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 


Pennsylvama withdraw his motion made yester- 


day to recommit the bill? 


Mr. FLORENCE, I do, if the proposition I 


| have submittea will then be in order. 


‘The SPEAKER. 
Mr. FLORENCE. 


It will be in order. 
Then | withdraw my mo- 


tion to recommit, and submit the proposition to 
amend the instructions moved by the gentleman 


from Mississippi, (Mr. Brown.] 


BE. 


_ April 14, 


; . Is it in order i. 
amend a resolution by a bill for an act of Con. 
gress? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn. 
sylvania has the floor, and proposes to amend ;), 
instructions to the Judiciary Committee, th . 
consider specially the 
bill indicated by him. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. They are instructed 
in the resolution of the gentleman from Missis. 
sippi, to take into consideration the establishment 
of a Government bureau. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair understands the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania as proposing to add 
these words: **That the said committee shall con. 
sider specially the propriety of adopting and re. 
porting the particular bill.’ 

Mr. FLORENCE. Yes, sir, if it is in order. 

The SPEAKER, It is in order, in the opinion 
of the Chair. Does the gentleman from Pennsy|. 
vania desire to address the House? P 

Mr. FLORENCE. I do, sir. 

The proposition to amend was then read. 

Mr.STANLY. Will the gentleman from Penn. 
sylvania allow me to ask him a question. I de- 
sire to know, sir, if this bill, or the resolution of 
the gentleman from Mississippi, makes any pro- 
vision for the printing of the present session of 
Congress until that bill shall be enacted into a 
law? 

Mr. FLORENCE. The last section directs 
the Committee on Public Printing to contract with 
any person, after ten days’ advertisement, for the 
work that the public printer fails to execute, It 

| is the same as the resolution which the gentleman 
will find reported in the Globe of this morning, 
| and which I offered yesterday. 

Mr. STANLY. Of course, that does not oper- 
ate until this law is enacted. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Thereis notany provision 
for the purpose suggested by the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Sranty,] for I take it for 
granted that the public printer is able—if he is per- 
mitted to do so—to complete the work for which 
he has contracted; at least, such is his declaration. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not desire to detain the House 

| for a very long time in reference to a subject so fruit- 
ful, and the cause of so much agitation, as the pub- 
lic printing has been for the last quarter of a cen- 
tury. I desire only to go briefly through the his- 
tory, as I best can, from a recollection of the 
circumstances and facts, of the many ungenerous 
attacks that have been made upon the gentleman 
| now holding the contract, and to assume the posi- 
tion, which, to my mind, is incontrovertible, that 
this is the reason why he is not able to perform his 
work, and the sole cause of the present difficulty 
| in relation to it. But before I proceed with that, I 
|| desire to say that I do not agree with my friend 
| from Mississippi, that the contract system ever 
'| can be perfected. I do not believe that it is sus- 
| ceptible of any improvement. My acquaintance 
with the plan, method, or mode by which contracts 
| for all the supplies of the Government are gener- 
ally entered into, justifies me in this conclusion. 
| Now, sir, every gentleman who is engaged in 
commercial or any other of the various mercantile 
pursuits, or who has ever had an opportunity of 
| contracting with the Government, is acquainted 
' with the plan which it is very generally under- 
stood is adopted. Why, sir, I can take up any 
| newspaper in which the proposals are published 
for contracts with the Government, and show the 
manner in which they are given out. If any gen- 
| tleman here has a copy of the Republic with him 
of this morning, I will be much obliged to him 
for it, and I will give a sort of illustration, as [ 
understand it, how contracts are obtained at low 
prices. 

[A Memeer here handed a copy of the Repub- 
lic to Mr. FLorence.] 

For instance, Mr. Speaker, here is an adver- 
tisement for small stores, issued by the Bureau of 
| Provisions and Clothing. Well, sir, those gentle- 

men who are familiar with the subject of taking 
| contracts, may perhaps (1 do not wish to asperse 

anybody) have a friend at court—one of the clerks 
in the Department, perhaps—who knows the exact 
| quantity of articles that are required, and who 
| informs the bidder for the supplies that so many 
of one article is required, and so many of another; 
and the consequence is, that the gentleman making 
the proposal agrees to supply a certain article, of 
\| which very few are wanted, ata very low price. 
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: : : 
For instance, here are shaving-boxes, shaving- This, sir, is the deliberatel y-considered opinion 
brushes, scrubbing-brushes, shoe-brushes, down | of the Printers’ Union of Philadelphia, and | be- 
to beeswax. There is a large number of shaving- | lieve it to be a disinterested one, because I cannot 
boxes, shaving-brushes, scrubbing-brushes, and || suppose that a single one of these gentlemen could 
shoe-brushes wanted, in all probability, but a very ever have expected, or is, indeed, looking forward 
little beeswax, and the consequence is, that the con- || with any reasonable degree of hope to occupy a 
tractor puts down beeswax at a very low price, and positon, for which all or any of them are eminently 
all the other articles—the shaving-brushes, and so || ¢ ualified, in the national printing office. Butif he 
on—at a high price. This course is adopted with || did, sir, there is an assurance that he would ren- 
respect to every article, and the consequence is, der a full equivalent for any compensation the 
that a general average price is made, and the man || Government might be called upon to give him; 
who offers to supply beeswax for nothing, getsthe | and hence, the position the gentleman would oc- 
contract. So it is, it is but fair to presume, with || cupy in his industrial or professional relation to 
printing. [ had a conversation with a gentleman | the Government, would be equal, as he would 
this morning, who had offered to contract for the || render a full and fair equivalent in labor for all he 
public printing might receive, in the shape of pecuniary compen- 
Mr. POLK. Let us have his name, if you || sation from the National Treasury. I repeat that 
please. I regard this, sir, as a perfectly disinterested opin- 
Mr. FLORENCE. I do not think it atall neces- || ion, given from the practical knowledge, or the 
sary to give his name. | practical anticipations of the working of such an 
Mr. POLK. If the gentleman intends to make || establishment, and the advantage which would be 
a proposition to the House, we should know the | derived from it to the Government. 
name of the person with whom he had this con- It has been said, that Mr. Hamilton is not 
versation. able to execute his contract; I stated at the com- 
Mr. FLORENCE. I merely intend to state the || mencement of my remarks, which I beg to repeat, 
nature of the conversation. || that, in my humble opinion, the opposition made 
Mr. POLK. If any man intends to make a || against him brought about this result. I stated 
tangible proposition, we should know the name of || that, sir, and it is my opinion that such is the fact. 
the person with whom he conversed. About the time, or soon after this contract was 
Mr. FLORENCE. I do not intend to do any | made—with which every gentleman is familiar— 
such thing, but I merely wish to state the con- | it was spread broad-cast over the land, that the 
versation | had with him this morning, which was || price for which Mr. Hamilton had contracted to 
quite accidental. As, however, there is no secret | do this work—to perform the public printing— 
to divulge, [ presume [ may, without impropriety, |, would result, inevitably, in his ruin; and that it 
or a violation of confidence reposed in me, mention | would be impossible for him to accomplish it. lt 
the gentleman’s name; and to gratify the honora was then further said, sir, that no responsible per- 
ble member from Tennessee, [Mr. Poxx,] I will || son would consent to become surety for him; and 
doso. I have, therefore, no hesitation in inform- || I believe—and if [ am not correct in my recollec- 
ing the gentleman and the House that the name || tion, | hope to be corrected by some gentleman 
of the gentleman to whom I have alluded is Joun || upon the floor of this House—I believe the here- 
C. Rives. He told me, if I understood him || tofore unsullied character of his securities was 
correctly, that he had, in his proposal for the || grossly assailed, their responsibility doubted, and, 
rinting, offered to supply the ‘‘yawls”’ and *‘gun- || indeed, { am informed that such declarations were 
joats,’’ as he called them, for nothing; but that he || given general currency to in one or more of the 
intended to be reasonably paid for the ‘*seventy- || papers of Washington city. They were alleged 
fours’’ that he furnished to the Government. But to be ** men of straw,’’ to use the language ap- 
let me explain this more fully. The gentleman of || plied to them; and it was said that there was no 
whom I speak, said that he had offered, in his | responsibility either in the public printer or in his 
contract, to give to the House the list of yeas || sureties. Nowa word to as that, sir. One of these 
and nays, the calendar, the bills, all of which he || gentlemen to whom I have referred, in his relation 
represented, in his peculiarly facetious manner, to || as surety for the public printer, is a constituent of 
be the **gun-boats”’ and ‘‘yawls,”’ for nothing; || mine, who I have the honor to represent on the 
but that the ‘seventy-fours,’’ consisting of the || floor of this House. I refer particularly to Mr. 
public documents, out of which, as [ understand || William Badger, and I assert here before this 
it, the profit was to be made, he intended to sup- || House and before the nation, that there is not a 
ly at a pretty good price, to liberally compensate || more responsible gentleman than he is, so far, at 
iim for the responsibility so assumed. That, sir, || least, as he has entered security, and I have no 
is the practical working of the whole contract sys- || hesitation in declaring it to be my belief that his 
tem, and for this reason I am not in favor of it; | means are quite ample enough to justify him for 
because [ do not believe that the public good is || entering into the responsibility which he has as- 
thereby promoted, or is the work perfected as it | sumed. I repeat, sir, then, I believe his resources 
ought to be; nor do I believe, sir, that it is of any || are quite ample, and I further say that he is 
advantage to the Government, so far as excellence || worthy of the consideration of this House, and 
of workmanship or expedition is concerned. At || that it isa libel upon that gentleman; it is an as- 
the time that the bill which I have had the honor | sault upon him which I cannot permit to pass by 
to submit to the House was presented—or nearly || unnoticed, without saying as much as | have said 
the same bill, because there are only one or two || in relation to him. 
sections added to it—I took pains to inform myself, Mr. STANLY. 
as far as I could, of the opinions of various gentle- || surety, you say? 
men engaged in the printing business. The Print- Mr. FLORENCE. I[do,sir. Heisarespon- 
ers’ Union of Philadelphia, composed of from five || sible surety. He is not ‘‘a man of straw.” I 
hundred to six hundred very intelligent gentlemen, || have good reason to know that, for he voted for 
at my request—I do not, however, egotistically || me and helped to send me here. [Laughter.] 
state this fact—appointed a committee for the pur- || __ The name of another of these gentlemen is Mr 
pose of considering the bill offered by Mr. Doty || Louis Pelouze, who resides in Philadelphia, and 
to this House, and after full investigation of the || who supplies most of the types that are used upon 
matter before them, the committee reported the fol- | the different newspapers in the city of Philadelphia, 
lowing resolution, which was adopted with marked | throughout the State of Pennsylvania, and perhaps 
unanimity, as will be seen, by the laudable and | for those published here. This gentleman is pos- 
praiseworthy association, who have united to mu- || sessed of a very large establishment, and I take it 
tually promote the interests of ‘the craft,’’ of || for granted that he is entirely competent for the 
which they are worthy and exemplary members. | amount for which he has assumed the responsibil- 
I will jenll their proceedings, so far as action has | ity, and hence, I do not consider that he is ‘*a man 
been had upon the subject of the establishment of | ef straw.’’ But, sir, sufficient for the purpose is it 
a National Printing Office: || that [ have said as much as I have in vindication 
‘ At a recent meeting of the Printers’ Union, oi’ Philadel- || Of Mr. Badger and Mr. Pelouze. I believe them—lI 
phia, the following resolution was unanimously adopted: verily believe them to be entirely competent for the 
” Resolved, That we recommend the immediate passage »erformance of the obligation they haveassumed.at 
of the bill now before Congress, (introduced by Mr. Doty.) . : : : . 
for the establishment of a public printing office, believing it east in becoming sureties for the execution of the 
to be the commencement of that progressive reform which | contract entered into by Mr. Hamilton. 
will, eventually, secure to the toiling millions their due po- During the third week of this session, the sub- 
sition in society, and a fair compensation for labor in every || ject of the public printing was introduced into this 


useful occupation. M. C. BROWN, President. = . 
“tRctenet trea Biiautes. ouse. It was alleged then, because it was anti- 








Mr. Badger is a responsible 





“JOS. M. WOLFF, Secretary.” 
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|| cipated I suppose, that the public printer was not | 
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competent to fulfill either the letter or spirit of his 


contract. Well, now, if gentlemen will go back 
with me, they will recollect that during or about 
that time all of us were frozen up here in Wash- 
ington—communication by means of the railroad 
or by the river Potomac with the East was inter- 
rupted. It was said and urged, as a forcible 
reason why the appropriation should be made for 
the extension of the wings of the Capitol, that a 
large number of the working mea engaged upon 
that work were frozen up here and were sufier ne. 
because they were deprived of the proceeds of thew 
labor. The Susquehanna river, for a long time, 
was filled with ice. I[ recollect perfectly well that 
I remained in Washington about two months, be- 
cause I did not feel it safe to trust myself in cross- 
ine the Susquehanna. 
Mr. POLK. I suppose, good men being scarce, 
the gentleman took care of himself. 
Mr. FLORENCE. Yes,sir,! did. To resume: 
Consequently the supplies he had contracted for 
failed to reach him. [suppose the contractor with 
him failed to fulfill his agreement,as almost all eon- 
tractors do, unfortunately. He contracted for the 
paper, he contracted for other material—all else that 
was required for the adequate establishment of his 
printing office, all of which was prevented from 
being transmitted over the roads or by the river to 
Washington. | understand that the public printer 
adduced that asa reason why he failed in the imme- 
diate performance of the work which was intrusted 
to him atthat time. [understand him to say thata 
large lot of paper which had been sent in a vessel 
from the East. or from New York, or Philadel- 
phia, was frozen up in the Potomac river. It is 
not material for my purpose to specify particularly 
from whence it came. The fact alleged by the 
public printer I believe to be true. While the 
public printer could not control the elements 
while the winter was the most severe we have ex- 
perienced for a series of years, and it could not 
have been anticipated that this interruption would 
have occurred—it was at least some excuse why 
the work had not progressed beyond the point 
which it had at that time. Forthatreason the Com- 
mittee on Public Printing should have extended 
some generosity to him. However, the chairman 
of the Committee on Public Printing—and a most 
energetic and devoted chairman he is—declared— 
and he is to be commended for his candor—that 
his object was to give the printing to a party 
press—that his object was to give the printing to 
Donelson & Armstrong, and that it became the 
Democratic majority of this House to support 
their organ. Well, Mr. Speaker, | know by ex- 
perience the disadvantage resulting from a want of 
support to the organ of a party. So far as that 
matter is concerned, if it could be legitimately 
given, I sympathize most deeply with the gentle- 
men. I have myself paid for the privilege of 
printing a Democratic newspaper. Iam a vic- 
tim—a martyr, perhaps, in the field of Democratic 
newspaper enterprise. [Laughter.] Well, sir, to 
accomplish the purpose in view, lam forced to con- 
clude, was only to be brought about by brenking 
down A. Boyd Hamilton, the public printer, so as 
to enable the committee or the House to give the 
printing to Donelson & Armstrong. Now, while l 
was very willing—perhaps I even participated 
somewhat in the desire to do so, or perhaps I did 
not, itis not material either way, te permanently 
establish a Democratic organ, and to practically 
sympathize with them, by voting ‘* material aid’’ 
to Donelson & Armstrong, I was not willing to 
consent that one Democrat should be broken down 
to elevate and build up another. 
A Voice. That is the point. 
Mr. FLORENCE. Mr. Hamilton happened 


to be a constituent of mine. He happened to be 
for a long time connected with the Demoeratic 
press of Philadelphia city. I could not under- 


stand, and I so declared upon the floor of this 
House, the policy of giving the pub i¢ printing to 
a Democrat with a newspaper, to the exclusion 
and destruction pecuniarily—for that would have 
. been the inevitable rusult—of a Democrat without 
a newspaper. Ruia would stare the latter in the 
face. bor the life of me, with all the investigation 
I have been enabled to give the matter since—with 
all thelabor I have bestowed upon it—although four 
months have transpired—I cannot see how this 
discrimination can be justified. A. Boyd Ham- 
ilton, it is said, is not competent to perform his 
contract. I venture the assertion, notwithstanding 
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the declaration made in the House yesterday, in 
relation to the monk and friar work, that his work 
will bear comparison with any public work here- 
tofore done by contract; or in any other manner, 
in the city of Washington. I have, accidentally, 
before me a report, known as ** Foster & Whit- 
ney’s Report;’’ 1 open it at the two hundred and 
forty-first page, and venture the assertion here, 


— 


because [ have had some experience, that the print- | 
ing, typography, paper, and general appearance of 
the work—there is an absence of monks and friars, | 
(printers’ technical phrases,) and all other strange | 


gentlemen—will compare with any other printing 
previously done for the Government. 
Mr. GORMAN. 


plies with the contract, or not? 
Mr. FLORENCE. I cannot say. 
Mr. GORMAN. 
not? 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
Mr. GORMAN. 
men which was attached to the contract. The 
paper upon which that document is printed is in- 

lerior to it by ten pounds. 


Mr. FLORENCE. 


I do not, sir. 


ning, that it is good enough for all practical pur- 
poses. If it does not come up to the contract, it 
only argues the greater necessity for the establish- 
ment of a national printing office. ‘Then there will 


be a certainty of the Government having good | 


Will the gentleman say | 
whether the document he holds in his hands com- | 


Do you not know that it does 


I hold in my hand the speci- | 


That assertion only sus- | 
tains me in the declaration | made in the begin- | 


work and it promptly executed. | took froma shelf, | 


under my desk, this morning, a book which bore 
upon its tle page the imprint of Wendell & Van 
senthuysen. 


men. 


I do not intend to find any fault with their 
work. 


clean, That much I will say. 


It is not my purpose—indeed, it | 
would be ungenteel—to reflect upon those gentle- | 


It did not strike me as being as well exe- | 
cuted as this, [holding up in his hand a document | 
published by A. Boyd Hamilton,] nor quite as | 
This is better | 


work than that previously executed for the Gov- | 


ernment; but sull, not coming up to the contract 
entered into by Mr. Hamilton, it argues the ne- 
cessity of Congress and the country protecting 
itself against any future dereliction, by taking the 
meatier into their own hands, by establishing a 
national printing office, and by that means prevent 
the eternal squabble that occurs at every session 
of Congress, upon the subject of the pubiic print- 
in 


Ti was asserted, as | understood yesterday, that 
most of the paper was deficient about ten per cent. 
in weight. 

Mr. GORMAN. 


deducted ten per cent. 


We 


It is more than that. 


Mr. FLORENCE, 


that some of it overweighed. 


I understand, however, | 
At all events, the | 


gentleman from New York (Mr. Haven] said that | 
such of the work as had been executed well, the | 
Committee on Printing did not intend to take away | 
from the contractor—consisting of bills, yeas and | 


nays, calendars, &c. How much of the work 
does that class constitute? Four fifths? 

Mr. GORMAN. 
constitute about one tenth. 


Mr. FLORENCE. 


The first and the fifth class 


3y my conversation with | 


Mr. Rives this morning, | took it for granted that | 
the ** yawls’’ and ** gun-boats”’ were a small pro- | 
portion, and the ‘* seventy-fours’’ were a much | 


larger number. 


Mr. ORR. 


I desire to make a remark, in the | 


shape of an mers so that the chairman of the | 


Committee on ( 
that committee, will be able to answer it. It is 
proposed by the report submitted by the Commit- 


*rinting, or some other member of | 


tee on Printing, to give the House printing to | 


Donelson & Armstrong, and the Senate printing || 


to Gideon & Co, They also state, that they have | 
, | 
proposed to give to Donelson & Armstrong and | 


Gideon & Co., the printing at the rates of Mr. 
Rives’s bid at the last session. I hold an abstract 
of all the biddings before me. There were some 
ten bidders for the public work. The aggregate 


amount of all the work to be performed by Mr. | 


Rives’s bid reaches the sum of $196,000. 


Mr. | 


Hamilton agreed to do it, and he has the contract, | 


fur $87,000. And I find amongst the bidders, that 
Gideon & Co.—one of the parties who is to re- | 


ceive one half of the work 
Mr. GORMAN. 

to get into any further errors. 

Co. of the Republic office. 


1 do not want the gentleman | 
It is not Gideon & | 








| of the Democratic party of this House; and 





Mr. ORR. Very well. It serves my purpose 
as well. I thank the gentleman for the correction. 
1 thought it was the same company. I find the 
name of Jacob Gideon, and I supposed it was the 
same. I stand corrected. Mr. Rives’s bid—I | 
recur to that—makes a larger aggregate than the | 
bid of any other one of the list, with one excep- | 
tion. The bid of Flinn amounts to $226,000. | 
The bid of Rives amounts to $196,000, and there | 
are eight bidders below this point. One of the | 


bids amounts to $108,000; another to $148,000; || 


another to $128,000; another to 133,000; another | 
to $127,000, and another to $168,000. The latter 


bid from Messrs. ‘Towers, of this city. ‘They are || 


practical printers; have an office here; are known 
to be men of capabilities in their profession; able 


and responsible, and who are willing to take this || 
Their bid was || 
Now, the ques- | 


contract now at their original bid. 
$30,000 less than Mr. Rives’s. 
tion I desire to propound is, why should the con- 


tract be assigned to Gideon & Co. and Donelson || 
& Armstrong at Rives’s bid, when there were || 


eight bidders lower than Rives? and when Tow- 
ers will do the same work at $30,000 less than 
the price which the Printing Committee are to pay 


the proprietors of the Union and Republic? and || 


why should the committee give the work to a 
Whig and Democratic editor at Rives’s bid, who 


was a bona fide bidder, without first tendering it | 


to Rives? 
Mr. GORMAN. 
per cent. 


Mr. ORR. 


Rives deducts sixty-nine 
Mr. 


I stated his bid to be—$196,000 is the net amount 


of his bid after making the deduction the gentle- || 


man speaks of. Here is a report which was made 


out by the Secretary of the Senate and the Cierk | 


of the House upon the subject of the biddings. 
The aggregate net amount of Mr. Rives’s bid is 
$196,000. Rives concedes himself that Towers’s bid 
was $30,000 under his. Another point to which 


1 desire to call particular attention is this: The | 
communication addressed by Donelson & Arm- | 
strong and by Gideon & Co., in which they say | 
they will accept the proposition of the committee || 


with one qualification, 1s calculaled, it seems to | 
me, to involve the committee and the House in an 

expenditure much larger than they might imagine. | 
They say that for the extra numbers beyond | 
20,000, where Rives proposed to take off sixty- 

nine per cent. for the press-work, they must be | 
allowed to retain that sixty-nine per cent.; that ap- | 
plies to the Patent Office report; 100,000 copies will | 


probably be ordered by the House, and 60,000 by | 


the Senate, making in all 160,000. I undertake 
to say if the committee determine to strike a con- | 
tract with Donelson & Armstrong at their prices, 
that the increased cost of the Patent Office report 
alone under that contract will be $60,000 greater | 
than it would be even under Rives’s bid; soit really, 
if that is to be conceded, swells up the aggregate | 
of Rives’s bid to $256,000, and makes the Govern- 


ment pay the enormous sum of $169,000 more than |! 


A. Boyd Hamilton undertook the same work for. | 
When my friend from Indiana [Mr. ees 
shall take the floor, and reply to these matters, 
hope he will give the House a satisfactory expo- 
siuon of these interrogatories which | have thrown 
out. 
With theindulgence of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. F'Lorence,] I will make another | 
remark. I indorse fully the sentiment expressed | 


by my honorable friend from Mississippi [Mr. | 
Brown] as to the Southern Press, which is said | 


to be, and is perhaps truly, the organ of a paces 

would 
vote, as the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 
Brown] stated, against the Southern Press, be- 
cause I believe whenever a newspaper is unable 
to support itself at the seatof Government or else- 
where without relying upon the public Treasury, 
and without bounties from the Government, it ought 
to go by the board. I am, therefore, opposed te 
giving this printing to any partisan editor to sus- 
tain partisans. I sustain therefore the remark 
made by my friend from Mississippi |Mr. Brown] 
upon that point. As to the Executive printing 
which the Southern Press was entitled to last sum- 
mer and fall, I think that the Cabinet treated that 
paper most illegally, and | would have no objec- 
tions to seeing it get such printing as by general 
law it was entitled to by having a greater number 
of subscribers than other papers here. There is 


tives proposed to deduct a | 
| certain amount, but it does not reduce the amount | 
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a general law providing for certain printing from 
the Departments to be done in the news aper hay 
ing the largest circulation, and the Southern Piens 
was justly entitled to it in that way. If I was the 
editor of that paper, I would sue out a writ of 
mandamus, and compel the officers to comply with 
the law, in conformity with their oaths. 
said this much, and returning m 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (M 
for his kindness, | yield the floor. 

Mr. GORMAN. I pledge myself now to the 
House to show that Towers’s bid, takine into 
consideration Mr. Rives’s deduction of sixty-nine 
per cent., is $15,000 more than Rives’s bid, | 
pledge my word of honor to show that, upon the 
| very next bid, Towers never made a single solj- 
| tary cent of deduction, and Rives made sixty-nine 
per cent. 

Mr. ORR. Let me correct my friend, as he 
was beginning to correct me before I fell into an 
error. Let me correct him before he falls into 
| one. I have conversed with both of these parties 

within the last twenty-four hours. Towers’s 
statement was, that he was willing to do the 
work; and Rives’s statement was, that Towers 
could not do the work at the price he bid; but at 
the prices which he (Rives) bid for it, he would 
| be able to make something handsome. That is 
the statement of Mr. Rives. 

Mr. GORMAN. If Rives got the census, he 
would. That is his statement; and it is the state- 
ment before this House, and upon the paper pre- 
sented to you, and referred to the Committee on 
Printing. I now state that Rives’s bid is $196,000, 

| Flinn’s $225,000, and Farnham’s $186,000, for 
two classes, when Rives’s bid is only $196,000 
for five classes. The gentleman could just as well 
state that as to have stated the balance. 

Mr. FLORENCE resumed. I hold in my 
hand a little paper which, no doubt, has been 
placed upon the desks of all the members, which 
contains the aggregate amount of the bids for all 
the classes of public printing for the Thirty-second 
Congress. If gentlemen will refer to this little 
piece of paper, they will be able to inform them- 
selves of the comparative amount for which each 
of these bidders offered to do the public work. | 
will read it: 


aving 
thanks to the 
Yr, FLorencr} 


Aggregate amount of gross bids for all the Classes of the 
Public Printing for the Thirty-second Oongress. 


Bidders. 
Journal. 
Mis. Does. 


Baptiste .... 


36 | 13,855 | 

| 19,466 | 
15,990 
12,072 
19,031 


$3,183 |$106,651, $8,611 
3,794 | 181,192) 13,257 
3,590 | 139,217] 6,767 
3,998 | 150,187 
4,445] 82,703, 


T'owers.... 


Bowen. .... 
ere 
Hamilton... 
Crowell ... | 


5,367 
2,325 


24,098 | 
9,207 | 
3,756 | 13,180) 3,259 
6,286 | 13,131 | 2,973 


8,563 | 
3,011 


207,675 
75,986 
106,448 
100,871) 7, 
145,466 41, 


Nafew...... 
Farnham... 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I think there 
is an error in the statement, for it makes Rives’s 
bid for the Executive documents over $207,000, 

| while the official reports of this House show that 
it is only $152,000. You give him more for the 
Executive documents than he offered to do the 
whole work. 

Mr. FLORENCE. That is not an error. Ac- 
cording to the official report of the bids it will be 
found that this amount is correct. By reference 

| to table No. 4, of the report—class 4, the Execu- 
tive documents—it will be seen that the gross bid 
of Mr. Rives is $207,675. The amount to which 
the gentleman refers, is the amount of Mr. Rives’s 
net bid, after deducting some $54,979 to cover the 
| sixty-nine per cent. reduction on all documents of 
| which more than twenty thousand copies shall be 
ordered. 
| If there is any errors in the statement I have 
'| read, the Committee on Public Printing may now 
|| have an opportunity to correct them. I do not 
'| desire to state to this House anything which is not 
| the fact. I happened accidently to see this. I 
took it for granted that it was submitted here 
|| “* semi-officially,”’ and that it was printed correct- 
'| ly, or I would not have presented it to the House. 
| All I desire to do, is to present to the considera- 
|| tion of the House the facts of the case, that mem- 
| bers of Congress may vote intelligently upon the 








